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in, 



lT?S 



Office Nlemonmdum • united statIs government 

'• SAC (100-New) * DATE: 7/13/60 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



SA 



b6 
b7C 



JOHN BUNCH SOCIETY OR GROUP 
WHICH IS POSSIBLY IDENTICAL 
WITH JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - IS 



At 3:30 PM 7/12/60, 



M 



N.C, teleph one VI 7-8933, who resides on I 

telephonical lv furnished the following 



JMatthews 



| Ma tthews, 
[near I I 



information to SA 



] 



] purpose in calling was to ascertain if the FBI 



could furnish him information as to whether an organization which he 
believed was known as the "JOHN BUNCH Society or Group" was subversive '. 
In this regard he was advised to 4?5£ct his. inquiry to the^partment of 
Justice, Attention: Subversive -AcKv^xSfe ^Ge nfc r ol Sectiopt who an 'turn 
would make a list of the subversive organizations available to hinu 



stated that the John Bunch Society or Group was 
supposedly a National organization whose purpose was fighting 
Communism. Also this organization was supposed to be meeting in 
Charlotte and had a library containing communist material including 
the Daily Worker or the Worker. Further, they desired to have only 
small groups of not over 15 persons per group and were interested, in 
getting minsters to join the organization. He said that he actually 
knew very little about the organization and was not sure whether this 
was the corre ct name bu t his information had been received from an 
individual in | | who was employ ed by Dougla s Aircraft in Charlotte 



trying to get[ 



to join the organization.. 



and this in dividual was 

| went on to state that if the organization were legitimate he 
would probably join it because he felt that the American public should 
be made aware of the communist menace. On the other hand, if the 
organization were subversive or infiltrated, he certafoly wanted nothing 
whatsoever to do with it. He stated that he might attend one or two 
meetings in an effort to ascertain further information regarding the 
organization. 



:£ion F and SAC Let #60-5 ; « 



Reference is made to SAC Let #5913, See 
dated 1/26/60, Section C which contains information and Bureau 
instructions, regarding the "The JOHN BIRCH Society." It is noted in 
the event a chapter of The John Birch Society is organized, the Bureau 
is to he notified promptly and furnished a resume ofjiher-ch 
activities and no investigation is to he conducted. 
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It is reco mmended that this case he opened in this matter 
and that j | he interviewed at a later date with the purpose 



of determining whether the organization he referred to is identical 
with The John Birch Society and if so, secure from him any additional 
information he can afford regarding the organization* 
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July 25, I960 



Mr, J* Bdgar Hoover, Director * -. . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation; , . .* . 

Washington, D* C* 

Bear llr. Hoover J 

I am writing you in regards to the John Burcn <\- 
Foundation, hoping you can give m sola© information as 
to the 6overnaent Y s opinion, of these societies and as to 
v/hether they are recoBaiieMea* to %M American people. 

I hejM one of their directors* Or* fiisigSjia 
Heins ohn/jOf Gaclinburg* Tennessee, who spefee to ©$$:. 
loeaOIapter of the Junior Chamber of Commerce this 
past week* perhaps t as of a suspecious nature, but 
to me he did not advocate things that are good for a 
democracy* ._' , "..'/" 

I am not criticijsing any due or any organizatien but 
only wish to obtain all the information about this 
organization so that I may i orm stfme concrete opinion, 
Neither am I writing as an off icial representative of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce but only as an American 
citizen*. 

Hoping that you can give me this desired information, 
I remain • '' * - r ■■ , • ".■ . , .-" r 

. Sincerely years,/ 



h/ 



$AB?sbe 



Y^esco^y 



Forest City, North Carolina 
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TO SAC: 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


1 — j Albany 

j — j Albuquerque 


CD Honolulu CD New Orleans CD Savannah 


CD Houston CD New York City CD Seattle 


1 1 Anchorage 


CD Indianapolis CD Norfolk CD Springfield 


CD Atlanta 


CD Jacksonville CD Oklahoma City CD Tampa 


CD Baltimore 


□ Kansas City CD Omaha CD Washington Field 


1 — 1 Birmingham 


CD Knoxville CD Philadelphia CD Quantico 


1 1 Boston 


CD Little Rock CD Phoenix 


□ Buffalo 


CD Los Angeles CD Pittsburgh TO LEGAT: 


□ Butte 


CD Louisville CD Portland CD Bonn 


K3 Charlotte 


j — 1 Memphis I j Richmond 1 — 1 Havana 


1 \ Chicago 


CD Miami CD St. Louis CD London 


CD Cincinnati 


CD Milwaukee CD Salt Lake City CD Madrid 


CZ) Cleveland 


CD Minneapolis CD San Antonio CD Mexico D. P. 


CD Dallas 


CD Mobile CD San Diego CD Ottawa 


1 1 Denver 


CD Newark CD San Francisco CD Paris 


CD Detroit 


CD New Haven CD San Juan CD Rome 


CD El Paso 


I — I Rio de Janeiro 




CD Tokyo 


RE: 




E9 For information 


CD For aDoroDriate action I I Snr^p, l-»y 


1 * The enclosed is 


; for your information. If used in a future report, 1 1 conceal 


all sources, CZ 


paraphrase contents. 


1 1 Enclosed are corrected pcrcres frnm r<=>pr*rt nf RA 


r\rt\oc\ 
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Aiigisst 3 f I960 



t 



Jjfil 



Fp*est City, Hortli Carolina 



Dear 



. \ Your letter <!ated July 25, WO, 
has ween received and the interest toftieh. 
prompted your cosnmni cation is indeed appreciated « 

v i { $n response to your inquiry, '% mast 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the ©I do sot extend to^ furnishing evaluations 
or counts Concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 
The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 

- " J - • ':■ . '■• ; ", " : t. as. sure; - you . vi%i 'understand ' the • ' " 
necessity for this policy and; will not infer that 
tire do or do not have in our files the information 
-you desire.;', -•••■■'- "■;.••.- - ; /'•'-. • '•,■*"■" 

;''' ;,- '. ''. '■",". "' ■ * ' %--.-. ■ ■ .','- -Sincerely yours,';-; " -', ' „ • 






John Edgar Hoover 
... direct orV".; :•, . ,.'.'.. 

Charlotte (Enclosure)/ SEE WE PAGE ^ TWO 

Enoxville (Enclosure) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 




.«'*- 



■/*V" V* 1 






* 






ATTENTION: SACs. CHARLIE, AW) gtMB^ILLlfe 



. A\ ■ 



Enclosed is a copy of correspondents 
communication. Bufiles contain no identifiable data 
concerning correspondent. ". .- , .i|': 



BiJfiles reve al that l I is 

]fdr the doim^iiircft jsociety 



in tennessee. mirnes con 
derogatory data concerning 




ntifiahle 



The Jolin Birch Society and its founder, 
Robert Welch, have not peen the subjects of an. 
investigation % the Bureau; Welch and. his t 
organization have been very critical of "' . 4 
President Eisenhower and his administration. . # 
Information concerning this individual and hi3 •"# 
organization is contained in SAC Letter; 60r5.\, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ^^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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to : SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9548) 



date: 10/7/60 



from : SA[ 



SUBJECT! 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS-X 



On 10/4/60; 



L 



] flhario-s-ce. n. c. . appeared at; unario t;te 

He stated that he and I \ 



Office. ... 

are members of the local Chapter ©of captioned organization 
in Charlotte, and that the primary purpose of this 
organization is to fight Communism. 



[ 



1 inquired whether this office has any 
idj 



information indicating the John Birch Society has 
any subversive connections. He was advised that the 
files of the FBI are maintained 3onfiderit v ial by Departmental 
Order and that the FBI cannot furnish evaluations as to 
the character of any organization. 

GHC:mw 
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SEARCHED .MDEtl'J..^...., 

SERIALIZCD&X^-E 
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Routing Slip * '* 

FD-4 (Revf 1^-26 -6eT) 

To: ^. 

I | Directpir' 

Att., 



# 



Date 



b6 

6-21-66 b7c 



^s 



SAC Oh»T*1nttft 



FILE 



Title 



□ ASAC 

□ Supv. 

I I Agent 

nsE — 

□ IC 

□ CC_ 
I 1 Steno 
f~) Clerk 



J 



^2 



1 



Charlotte, N» C, 
Favorable Comments of* the 



7* o-9 $*W^ $> 



Re: 



ACTION 

I | Acknowledge 

| | Assign Reassign 

| | Bring file 

| | Call me 

| | Correct 

| | Deadline 



DESIRED 

I | Open Case 

| | Prepare lead cards 

I | Prepare tickler 

| 1 Recharge serials 

| | Return assignment card 

| — | Return file 

| | Return serials 

| | Search and return 

| | See me 

| | Send Serials 

to 



1 | Deadline passed 
| | Delinquent 
| | Discontinue 
□ Expedite 

jjQjrFor information 

| | Handle 

| | Initial & return 

| | Leads need attention 

| | Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. 



| | Submit new charge out 
| | Submit report by 

n T yp e 



SAC 



See reverse side 



Off 
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FD-350 (Rev# 7*16-63) 
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SociaKb-r--Gfowd 
Now After Hoover 

Editor, Daily News — Now 
that our nation's liberals are 
relaxing beneath the unfortun- 
ate truth that the Supreme Court 
of the United States no longer 
gives the American people an 
honest interpretation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
these letfists have decided t»o 
t*ain their socialistic guns 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

The anti-Constitutionalists ate 
iVjw in control of the White 
House, the Vice-Presidency, the 
Supreme 'Court, .and a section 
oii Congress. Apparently, far 
from being satistied with these 
major victories, the left wing 
! is now calling for the ouster of 
Mr. Hoover "and. for an investi- 
gation of the role of the F; B. I. 
in American government and 
American life." Every, loytfi 
American can easily understand 
and support every- effort to de- 
stroy the Communist menace in 
the United gtate s^but when .a 
group witiurTouf ittrders.calls 



for an investfgaw6S~cf the F f 
B. I. then the subversive stench 
that permeates the nostrils of 
our nation today has reached 
the ultimate of corruption. 
, Mr. Hoover and the F. B. I. 
do not want to destroy Ameri- 
ca. They want to strengthen and 
'preserve it. The Communists do 
Wit want to strengthen and pre- 
isisrve America. They want to 
'turn -it over to the most foul 
-afed atheistic teaching that is 
'.in the world today. The apathe- 
tic people in our nation better 
wake up and join hands with 
those who -are -trying to defeat 
.the ever encroaching Ked men- 
jace in this nation.. 
! This.is.no time for any in- 
dividual or group to sit apath- 
etically on the sidelines just 
watching. It is past time that 
all Americans ignore such com- 
munist inspired phrases as "rad- 
ical right", "extreme right" and 
"far rightists" and with the ig-. 
■noring* join hands with those 
who are- trying fto defeat the 
Reds. The so-called "extreme 
.right" or "radical . right" are. 
not trying to turn, this nation 
over to a foreign dictatorship! 
But the Communists are! 

But who gets the brunt of 
attacks- from the liberals and 
the- liberal press today? Not the 
Communists! Not those who are 
trying to foment civil strife with- 
in the borders of our nation! 
Not- those who : have left our 
shores to foment civil strife in 
Africa! Not those -in our gov- 
ernmental high places who; 
Should be bending every effort 
to stop potential civil strife in 
the United States* but won't! 
But who is it that faces the oft* 
slaught of* the, .liberals. here at 
homer.it IgMgro ^o^Ame^ 
*icaa patriot 



titude and 4 b~acl3>one to stand 
up and speak out against the 
danger of atheistic Commun- 
ism! 

Instead of sitting idly by and ' 
doing nothing about the propos- 
ed superlatively hypocritical in- 
vestigation of Mr. Hoover and 
the F. B. L, its high time. that. 
every real American shows his - 
true colors and puts himself OA^ 
record as being in opposition fo^ 
the further destruction of law> 
and order in this country. It i^ 
time that the average American 
was getting a few rights in his 
own -country, ,; , . - .-. • .-rag' 
""-J, Albert Boyle/ St. . * srii' 
. i : 2025* Dartmouth Placed 



Indicate page, name of 
tewspaper, city and state*) 
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Datfe/16 

Edition: HOME 
Author: 

Editor. JAMES M. WARD 
Titiet FAVORABLE COMMENTS 
ON FBI 

Character: 

or 
Classification: QQ—%23iL'.\ 
Submitting Office: JACKSON 

f"1 Being investigated 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 WtL 

UNITED STATES GOVEiSmENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC (100-9548) 



# 



b6 
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date: 11/15/60 



,from : SA 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS - X 



On 10/20/60 
Charlotte j N. C'r; — oexepnuniut 



ly aiiviBeu unau ane nau 

e Chapter of the John Birch 

She 



attended a meeting of the Charlol 

Society held in the Charlotte Public Library on 10/18/60. 

stated that the organization is supposed to have as its purpose 

the fighting of Communism. She said she noted, however, that 

the members seemed to be a bunch of rebel rousers, and were 

critical of the programs of the Eisenhower Administr ation. She 

stated that t he leader of this grou p q.n Charlotte isf 

who is in the 

Charlotte* 



of 



w 



H inquired as to whether this office 
has information indicating this organization has any subversive 
connections. She stated she is not a member but that she would 
like to know this before joining any organization. 

She was advised that the jurisdiction and responsibility 
of the FBI do not extend to evaluating the character or integrity 
of any organization. 

GHCrjnb^ 
( 2 ) ^nJL*> 
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UNITED STATES GOV^BSTMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (105-0) 



date: 2/8/61 



from : 



SA 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
BELMDNT 78, MASS. 
IS - 



L 




On 2/1/61, [ 

telephonic a llv contacted the Raleigh KA an 

£oi\ I and as such was in 



Greenwood, S. C. , 

id advised he is a | 



] 



Charlotte, N. C, on 1/30/61. While there he was invited to attend 

a meeting of the captioned society held at me new library in Charlotte. 



TUe invitation camp from 



f 

J in Chariot 

in invit 



the 

not a member of the society 
understood from a member, not named, o 
ras approved By the FBI. 




who is conn ected wi th 
C . Although I [is 



i ] told him that he 

the society that the society 



I | advisee 



that he doubted this as he never knew 



the FBI to approve or disapprove of any association or society. 

He added, however, that he went to the meeting and it was 
run by a man, name not known, x?ho was a regional manager for the 
society. 

He learned from this meeting that the purpose of the society 
is supposed to be fighting Communism and Socialism. The society 
accomplishes this by telling the members to write to influential people, 
such as newspaper editors and Congressmen, letters concerning Sert&in 
events of the day. The society does not tell the members who to write 
to but does tell them what to write about and what to say. 



, J added that the society is made up of cells, 20 members 

to a cell, and that new cells are formed by members opening up 
reading rooms stocked with literature by the society. 

He further advised that members >':pay $2.00 a month dues and 
that the society is supposed to have a membership of one-half million. ^^ > 

JMB:mjh / 
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t 



CE 105-0 



He further advised that he feels the society rather than 
fighting Communisia is really some type of Communistic front and that 
is why he is reporting it to the FBI* 

He added further, however, even though he suspects it is 
a Communist front he intends to join a cell in Greenwood, S* C, just 
to determine if his suspicions are correct. 
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Charlotte, N„ C. 
Agents Memo No, 33 
Series, 1961 



MEMO AH, AGENTS: 



Re: //JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
. .7 INFORMATION CONCERNING - 
lf\ INTERNAL SECURITY 

Numerous inquiries have recently been received 

concerning the John Birch Society and its founder, ROBERT 

.WELCH. JR. . possibly because WELCH and his organization have 
been J very critical, of former President EISENHOWER and his 
administration. The John Birch Society and its founder,' 
ROBERT WELCH have not been thy subjects of an investigation 
by the Bureau. ' •> 

i .'•:.'■ 

A- ■ chapter of the society has been organized and 
is active at Charlotte/ N. C«, and apparently organizing* ' 
efforts are being made in . of her s#eas. of North and South 
Carolina. 

SAC letter number 59-13 dated 3/10/59 advised that 
"information has been received that WELCH resides, at lf.3 Fletcher 
Road, Belmont, Massachusetts; maintains an office at 810 Main 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts; is an officer and director 
of the James 0. Welch Company, candy manufacturers, 810 Main 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts; and is editor and a director 
of the publication « American Opinion,* which he irregularly 
publishes and issues of which have in the past contained anti- 
communist articles. Neither WELCH nor his publication has been 
the subject of Bureau investigation. In January, 1959, he met 
with a group of ' leading industrialists of the Milwaukee, ' 
Wisconsin, area, at which time" he lectured on communism ' the . 
urgent need for anticommunist action in the United States and 
his desires to establish ostensible communist front groups' 
.which in reality. would be anticommunist groups. Welch indi- 
cated he is conducting a drive to obtain funds. to be used for 
anticommunist activity and that his plans would necessitate large 
financial contributions. ut /% 

100-9458 ':■:.- r^zf^lE-/® 

BDC;rak . . ' ; SE ^ fcU -'VK!!^«®«/»/...J 
(1 - 66t138) • • '• serialkedjUk&led £J> 

2/13/61 .' \ ' FEB 14 1961 

FBI — CHARLOTTE/ 




CB 100«9#{.8 

(Portions of .SAO 1 ek©or- numbed &0fc£* dated %/Mhrf6&* 
advised that "WELCH has. written a manuscript entitled *The 
Politician,* which is a vicious attack on the political life 
and beliefs of President Eisenhower. WELCH has not published 
the manuscript but has had a limited number of copies printed 
which he has distributed or ^loaned* to friends or individuals 
who he believed would be interested in its contents. The 
Bureau is in possession of a copy of it. Therefore, if the 
manuscript is offered to you for reproduction purposes, it will 
not be necessary to send copies to the Bureau* 

"WELCH also' created an organization in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in December, 1958, called *The John Birch Society,* 
the long-range objective of which has been summarized as *less 
government, more responsibility; and a better worlds Chapters 
of this Society are coming into existence in various parts of 
the country. The Bureau has received several inquiries concerning 
the Society and is in possession of a copy of *The Blue Book,* 
which sets forth information on the Society. 

"The above is furnished for information purposes* In 
the event a chapter of The John Birch Society is organized in 
your territory, the Bureau should.be notified promptly and 
furnished a resume of the chapter»s activities. The Bureau is - 
particularly interested in any efforts by subversive elements 
to take over or use this Society or its chapters* No investi- 
gation should be conducted." 

In the event any inquiries are received as to whether 
the John Birch Society is subversive or has the Society and WELCH 
been cleared by the FBI> you should advise person making the 
inquiry that the jurisdiction and responsibility of the FBI do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. The FBI is strictly "an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and as such does not issue clearances or 
non-clearances. 
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g&bavax, $$.<&. 



February 2, 1961 



Charlotte, North Carolina 

Dear Sir, 

I presume tnat you are the author of the letter which appeared to tte Open 
Forum section rf the Charlotte Observer today. Vocal resistance of this nature 
cannot help but be noted by the politicians and also encouragement to thoss *no 
believe as you and I but are unable to express that belief. 

It is also my assumption tnat you belong to one, or another, of the patrio- 
tic societies that seem to abound in this country. In any event I certainly 
want to commend to you the "Joseph Birch Society" a chajter of whosh exists » 
Charlotte. Although the, Society does not purport to be so, I am of the opinion 
that it a particularly/appropriate organization for a person of your professional 
st arming. 



]of the 



ban brief you on the detailo 
of tnis 6rganizaticn. ' Perhaps you are already a member - your letter this mor- 
ning -would indicate such. I would suggest that you get in touch with him for 
further details. 

I . personall y, am not a member of this society although I am attempting to 

aasist i l in organizing one in Marion. I believe that all five of the 

social status groups that we have in this country should be Informed as to tno 
precarious position this country is in - that they trill not receive that infor- 
mation in the national news media. Since we are governed by the lower Jf"^ 
of that status group I am working toward the end that those in this county -sill 
be informed. 

The political arm for all these societies is in tne process of being orga- 
nized in forty five states. It is a "Conservative Party" movement. The state 
chairm an for this movement in Korth Carolina is I I / 

| | High Point, N. C. He is an ex-Democrat, asaml. ^^ ^^ tf$/£*r // 



The national publicity medium for this party fe^J^2S§^ 
which has a newspaper edition and a weekly radio ^^m^^Mk^^^ ,, 
/ was started about six years ago for the (purpose of ; Breattog-a^o^^a^e cli- 
A mate in this country. The newspaper had a nation*.. o^fW|jfJW?/f *» edx " 
j/r tipn is being broadcast in twenty state^^^y _£0l » mmWJTlkJ^ 



a 






our /party, or 



**" Mother you are intere^e^" in our /party, o> i&\r^&™mri&effimm~friir 
^ ^subscribing to this paper. It is published on a monthly basis with a subscrip- 
# W tion rate of $3.00 per year. In additfLon to its <*m editorial conQtoatD, » 
jjf il^ compiles conservative Editorials from ^iews papers all over tho country ^tharoforo 



/rff% ? %giving the reader the benefit of national conservative opinion, ^oothing that 
Jr m l^ou will not find in either the Charlptte Observer or tbs Charlotte Hors-both 
of which are o\n£d by the same publisher xrho poses as a Republican). 

I would also suggest that you subscribe to^TJiiJterjfia^ pablt- 
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cation of which was taken over by "Defenders of Christian Faith, Ihc" as of 
January 1st - this year. The "Mercury" is, and has been, dedicated to figjhting 
communism in the United States and the "Defenders" have also been doing that 
since 192!?. 

I "very much doubt that you will find a copy of the "Mercury" on a Charlotte 
newsstand. You can, however, obtain a subscription from the American Book Agency, 
P. 0. Bck U962, Charleston Heights, S. C. It is possible that they may send you - 
a single copy if you request it. The yearly subscription rate is $U.OO - single 
copy price: «33>#. I became acquainted with this magazine through the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Thomas R. Waring, Editor odt the Charleston News & Courier after they . 
had printed an open forum letter which I wrote in the recent election. I hope 
that you will be as grateful to me as I am to him far this reccomendatioa. 

Whether you are aware of it, sir, we are right now engaged in World War IH» 
It is an intellectual, psychological war with the ultimate aim being that of 
bringing the people of this country into a One World Government by the manipula- 
tion of their minds. You prefaced your letter this morning, viz: "You seem to 
be preparing your readers for an acceptance of Red China's entry into the U. N.* 
This wan has been long in planning and long in execution. Wfe have not reached 
the peak yet. If the eneny as such succeed in this - we will go Into antther 
quasi "Dark Ages" for a long time (I would hazard a guess: For about a thousand 
years) at least long enough that the archeologists of a later "Renaissance" pe- 
riod would have to do as much speculating about our culture as our preterit ones 
do about the civilizations that preceded us. Let us not forget that civiliza- 
tions have risen-and fallen. 

v The enemy as such are highly organized, have access to unlimited sums of 

money, and control some of the best brain power in the world. Now - I am not 
referring to the Moscovites; they are just a pawn, a "Bugaboo* to confuse the 
ordinary man and to cast a shroud over the real purpose of all this psycholo- 
gical manipulation. 

Any war is a war of attrition in pne form or another. You wear your op- 
ponent down to the point where he will accept defeat. What has made thie 
country impregnable, teretofdre, has been its collective prosperity baaed upon 
the individual prosperity of its inhabitants. The effect is nan being shown 
in our country's gold reserves (Do you remember when the lav was passed that 
an individual could net own gold) and also in the unwillingness of oridnary 
men to go into small private enterprises (thanks to the tax situation).. All 
this has come about by planning - not by chance • It has not been through the 
will of God (although the latter archeologists will establish that we worshipped) 
soias form of a god). 

Tfe feel that the plans of these jokers can be licked because we do beli#» 
in God. That's why all across this country people like Mr. Whitener and nyselT 
are literally groping for minds to help us in this cause - for people who be- 
lieve in the same things that we do - people who shudder at the thought of their 
families having a "Big Brother" watching over them. 

If we are going to succeed in this *- we are going to have to have man of 
intellectual ability working together • In the chaff of the brainstorms vo will 
have - there will be "gBrms* of wheat that will shew fruition. 

That's where you can help I l- and by helping hia you will help to 

others in this cause. You have indicated by this letter that you have tho abi- 
lity to marshal your thoughts. We need the becafit of those thoughts ♦ 

| rould appreciate your sending them to him. 

.,..;... -,\r 



b6 



( L h Serf S T tZ ZT Wnat I ? aT ! TOitten S0 far - «* - although the thought 
is there I have not expressed it as well as I can. But I am being pressed 
for time tt the writing of this so I ask your pardon for tte err^sTc^Lica. ) 

4Mn . ^L See> !?' Ia ? aot P^ting the"bite« on you for money (which nates us 
seem late a rathe, peculiar political organization), mat vb are asking you to 
give instead of that is what you have "upstairs" instead of the poctetbook/ Of 
?oS S ^tiir n ' V ay y ° U for *"* you tribute *» ^e form of recommendation. 
S^entistry 3 * COUrS9 ' ^ 7 ° U f<XC 7 ° m ^^^^ ^w^dgs and applicatioa 



.But - you say: "I know nothing of Political"... Sir.... >~<».h»J" 
nor myself are Politicians. He is President of (_ 



I J nor myself are Politicians. He is President of | 

I |inHigh Poini_... and I am the assistant superintendent of | | 

™— — tJ^L J (who by all logical reason should stay out of Dolitlen 



1 



■sTf^s ir^^hc l ^ flho by a11 lo g ic al reason should stay out of politico 

since our biggest customer-the State Highway-is controlled by an autocrat!? 
tht^tv^ 0311 ^ ^^elves the Democratic Party) In J*?JZS£?*£ 
this party achieves political prominence (as w feel it will) he can't soil 
much furniture glue to the State and it will have little, if any, Sfecfc on 
tne business position of my firm with the State, competition being Sat » to. 

W o^ k l\ W 1±£e J have bean m avid reader. For the last fifteen of my forty 
years I have confined my reading to serious books for the most consisting of 
the speculative and contemplative philosophers plus books on analytical/bio. 

^Soc^sT ^ ^ ^ t<3 COhfeSS that 0nS of * f ™<^ pSosopharn 

n«-M+" Ma ? ? f.P^toal animal" whether he acknowledges it or not. Tfe all ha*> 
tte t^S St T tS ° f ^ &t to/ight, ° r *»* *« vo-onf insofar as it perSnTJo 
£ SET* 8 0W ^ elTOS - ? to very rare indeed «hen you will find one lL 
who will be a compendium of all the right instincts for right government 7 Tnat 

£nT? ^^ t ^\ t ,° ta g ° Verned by a «""«> of ^Pto fofpeople Sad of 
tive Partyf ^ * ^ * " CoUnCJL1 of ""•«" *» *» State Conserva- 

is « i?i?n t T li + eVB ** ^J* 1 " 1 - * toow that there are those who say that this 
So ft ??? ^ COm6S WBU3l,g UP fr ° m the s ^-conscious; that there^^ther? 
that £ SI + ^ ^Jf ^ to the e enes P^sed on from our forebears. I beSH. 
~V f/omethmg that conBS f rom beyond our ken. Most of these -joters are 
really at loss to explain - "Inspiration." J"«srs are 

Tn.mJ + 3Ve fOUnd so f thillg t0 te of tel P to me - perhaps you can put it to use 
2SS £ a Lf Ch d °! S " 0t ■ eeB to ha <* en t0 a Person at any particular tiT 
although it does seem to happen more at night than during the day. Whenever 
I become possessed with a certain thought I make it a point to record thT 
SeeTin^ * T^ " n0 ^^ What J « do ^' ^hese ?houX art so 

sl^^ZlT^ll^T^ 1 -"^ lose them ^ * * « ** **» 

i hope's rLTnit^-ou: ^tjt-.?%z& attent " n - 

If you feel that you can help In the manner i n which I have suggested (ao 



I foel that you can) I am sure that 



would be glad to haar trovi 



you and any suggestions that you mi ^ht off er from ' tlii to tL. Thf SctelSi. 
of course, is entirely up to you. ' 

I would like to leave this parting thought with vtm Tf wn fl «^^ +>,«+ 
this country is in trouble I hop! that g you°wSl SSnC'that ySS SI?| aSted 

v.-- 3 - ... . . . 



••>» % 
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to help alleviate the situation. In to win is this cause for our country ani 
you helped then it may be just because you contributed. If you contribute in 
the manner in which I asked and m lose you should still experience a certaia 
sense of gratification in that you, at least, "did something". Suppose, thou/to, 
that to lose and you did not help? Do you think that you might have a littla 
nagging feeling that if you had helped the course of the cause might haTO goso 
the other way? ,. lou see, to do not minimize the importance of one individual. 



I would not haxo 



And - if I did not think that you could be of help to us. 
taken the tima to write you this lengthy letter. 

Since this letter was unsolicited from me, it is not necessary that you 
send a "courtesy" reply. I would appreciate any though ts which von mi ght haTO 
on the matters that I have discussed but I am sure thatl Could mb 
them to better use than I. I r ***** *" 4 " 

I am apprising him of the fact that I have written to you, and am sending 
him a copy of your letter. He will, therefore, not be surprised to hear fron 
you. To put it quite frankly - he will be delighted. 

\Vhatever decision you make - the best of luck to you in whatever venture 
you undertake. 



Conservatively yours, 



1^ 




ft 



JVf> 
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GHARLDTTE 5, N. C. 



February 8, 1961 



Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

United States Department of Justice 

Johnston Building 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Dear Sir: 



There are two enclosures with this letter. One is a clipping of a 
letter that I wrote to the Charlotte Observer, printed Thursday, 
February 2, 1961 ♦ The other is a letter that I received as a result 
of that "Open Forum" letter* 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would let me know whether any of 
the people, publications, or organizations mentioned in the letter 
are amoung those listed as communist or communist front. 

It seems a shame to have to admit that "patriotic sounding" names of 
organizations and publications stir a suspicion in me that they may, 
in fact, be the opposite* 

If you have a list or pamphlet of known communist or "front" organizations 
I would appreciate your sending it to me. 



Also, please return the letter from 



/ 
Sincerely yours for a secure republic, 



JEM/pn 
Enclosures: 2 




\ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



: SAC, CHARLOTTE (l00-0£ 



date: 



3/9/61 



from : M som w< viD^smM 
£ 



subject: 



INFORMATION/ CONCERNING 
FIGHT AGAINST COMMUNIST 



On March 9, I961J 
Sales Representative for [ 
North Carolina, residence 



|New Bern, 
New Bern, 



contacted the writer and aavisea -one . roiiowing information: 



[ 



]stated app roximately three w eeks ago a 



attended a 



Sales Representative for[ 

meeting of Sales Representatives neia in "New Bern. North 
n .. .. *«ted this individual i sl 

]and at this time he asked him 



Carolina. Ha sta ted this individual is 

_ ? ,_ 

ne would be interested in joining an organization which 



fir 



was organized by a group or Doctors throughout the United 
States wh os purp ose is to defeat communism. He stated at 
this time ! I stated that this is a measure to help the 
FBI in their fight against the communist throughout the 
country* 



, , stated at this time he told I I that he 
knew the FBI agent in New Bern, North 'Carolina, and-would. 
contact him about, the organization. He stated that | | 
did not tell him the name of the organization and requested 
him not to coiatafii. the FBI. He stated that he thought it 



strange that 



did not want him to ask the FBI about 



this organization and since he had told 
not contact the FBI he had not. 



that he would 



stated approximately a week ago | | was 



again in New -^em, North Carolina, and came by his home 
and attempted to get him to join the organization, telling 
him that he would get him some litera ture to read, and if he 
decided to join the organizat ion, he , I "1 would tell him 

tated ths 



[Hstated tnat ha told 

to read which he ha$3 ngfc— 



the name of the organization, 

to bring him the literature 

received todate* and he would read ^•.OC'CC $! ~ 

I MAR 11 TO. 

\ FU---- 




ed **hafc 



•'■•';. ' :^: , ' and on:Ms last cpnt apt 



£ 



lsv% 1 !lj6a^Qji Up5; about this ^organization 

.. . — .^- T — ^ - j i asfceia^hiA Mf /he; had ^bntap ted /ttiexv T ■ ; ,: - .-■ 

V:?:: T; : "PBr;and ;he, advlsed'hlm : cp?5750,rhad; fc not© ...He, .a^ated f j ratated ^gpodj;: \« I 

.• .> . '"/;-X. am' gla&yott did riot tfonta;ct :; 'th^ia» * . ' '. /' ; >';V : < v l ■-- 'w.- '.- V ■ ■• *" -"*vV "' ' v 

-: J : ' - ;y : i \\ C^^n stated /that' all he boul,4" ; g t e>!b/but of I 1 'is /that , v > 

^ $hls .orgarii nation is* headed 'by\fi' g**aup of d&c tors valid jbtislnes s. .;ffleri > ; / 
, V- an d the , .pr ime? purpose was ' fco ; do /away with the coinmtm^ 






;i 



:.*-b6 ;, / 






?*; > 



[stated; -t'that - he - aiid ihtal^jlt^ &&&* dis.cu&be d ; -this ;'irf8ttt eiy * / 

and had decider that ^hey/&^^ attention c -pf vth©/:,/ ; ■ 

l^fos^t^ ; ';i' ; -v--\ '^''''^ y*-^r'/~ '"'* "''> ; / !--;-/ 

7/>/v : V '■ ■;.!• ihat; if this^o^ganiziattdn /i/ras organised for the ^ s- ;\ * ? 
-/ ;' > tf '->':: - < ; '' VPW&pVe o f 'tteipj^ -ths :< JBBI ■ do "away v,ttitfa\ the, ■ oommuniat » - * * , ; 
.{ j *\ '■> .: ;i ? 1/ .'*' *'-;xV:,>b^ should ! I :ob Me£ to- hi£ : copttac t ; lng th^.EBl ^ ^' * ; ; \\ f 7y 

/-O/;--// / /' v * / about the'bi^ganigiaJtibrli'; ' ^ ""V ^vr/:V</\;^ *>"* 

: ?^/^3"'" ; ^- ; * ; ^ : -53W, vte ^sli^i^^^t'"^^;^^ JireSds ;h^; :: ha^ " " . ?*<*A* 

;t,;3/ ; v '; : ,; + ' : 'v ; ascertained / that*. ■lijiisiiW- "ij;^e .%ay: a -obiimn^lBt'^ ^/ : \ 

, , ¥ ,.,. fpp^t^.organlzatlpn/sta^ ;.^ ; ^'-'''' ^V"**^ '\\, : . -,/• l''^''**, ."' -;/"yv ^./ : ' '■ ;: / : 

*> - , :/ ! vr- I """Tata-bed that 'hs doek- not /;cai?e 'td; : *:ibin •tHe^^aniKafcioIn^^ 



\"^o^ 



, .. ''It - is VeiJeved/ that - th6'' v organl2atioxi which- is^ref erred 



is- ;th6g^ tTcton^B|rc^L Sbcieisyis. / ]:: 



'^^ • vl^^ ; : " v ''VC^v '/- v : >lRj action will -b e -. taken :, i&; this ; Aatt^r ;iiinles,s ; ajdyi 



advised 'to' 



'/^<r •) y ^'*V'- !, '*' , V"4y*;^ 







t^gjf GHAMOTm 







'^FgJaOL 



••.'.;. Editot^and General Malaga . / 

....L,«i-«i-"— Associate ?Edifcr 



£^j 



* <?*£#' sa^s 



■t; 



;<^ Alwhat point does a.patrioticiorganir -toplrigid notion^of what ife is and .seek it 
Ration become^ubversiveT . - ^k^ } - only in certain predictable quartets* The* \ 
<<f? That, question iis [far * i?om paradoxi-t ♦*fR h P Birch ScHety,lyithits fantastic libels;/ '* 
citin connection jwith.thei John B ir ch,i of a: former: President -and secretary ol 
§gciery,\a;tig^^ thai' I 

-$|bse fpuiide£lindy!directdr is; ali;ai3nvltl5nSs : r to be! excused;' ^hen' it undermines^;? 
ttoy and. UNC ^adiiate fram^North ; <Car/ A government because *' its', . motives a r e -J 
b)mr named Robert^ Welch* * ™ f : ; flagrantly "patriotic.* It should not be ex* *j 

ft^Mfe WelcKs! John -Birch* Sociely/ has ;iused.> If . the American public ever acj % 
.'palls" in 35"stateveach ce&xonsistin&v cepjts, the notion;thatife, Eisenhowers and ;;; 
according to a-=Time -Magazirie>eport, of "Bulleses are Communist dupes or agentsjy 
2| to/30-memb^ ' -. t 

secret and &, b'a^edi W w^a^appears" as * 
Violently- .extrantftes^mal^' V tH£ jiaVj 
ftfe of the totgffiaT'* CbmiSuhikt-flfieai;^ 
Mr, Welch r^^j^feu^'as 4Q,to; 60' 
Jier cent * "Communist : , contr&led^aiid^ 



s ^pst otherfa^ar^as- uriimpeachablefpa^^ 
#iots/In>his »boo£U*VThe Politician,'^ * Mr J 




^j-\ . s iviuton ^lsennower -is #ctually| 
I?Fight Eisenhower's superior aiSd-boss 1 
Within t6e iC 'Coiiiniunist Party i%JFoM 
(I|e) ther^e is phly one possible worlvtd 
describe his purposes and ,his actions^ 
J^at word is treason.': * .'. . **';''?,£ 
*^CIA Director^ AUeh / Dulles; :&*>,'&<& 
ftiqst protected; and ; untouchable - f lit?/: 
|$rter- of; Communism, n^xt y$b,~E*imm> 
Kqwer himself,; „;in; ^Washingtqn^;f&iVt: 
Mother, the Jate ^secretary: bf;Stafce,r was';' 
^Communist agent;*? . " u ;^>;- 
':H 0i cott^V^fticouhtry^has.no end-of*- 
persons and organizations who^: style; ft - 
t&fcmission. to search for "subversion.?^ ■ 
^Mo5jt'Ot ; gi6m unfortunately suffer fromaV^ 



CHARLOTTE N2WS 
Charlotte, N. C, 
3-lh-6l 
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TO 



SAC (100-9548) 



date: 3/15/61 



from : SA 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
SECURITY MATTER > C 



jCharlotte, telephone 



_£*d 



m 7-Q654, teiephonicgiiy-advised that | | had attended Tmeeting 

at a private hom and /had obtained some pamphlets published by America's 
Future, Inc., New Rochelle, N. Y., two of these being, "What's Happened 
to Our Schools," and "Nine Men Against America." She stated the 
author was ROS AtEE^ CORDON . She further stated some material bearing 
xeccers trora Jr-EDpSR HOOVER concerning communism were passed out at 
the meeting. / 



pamphlets and the author. 



desired to obtain information concerning the 

inr. 



„ , ■ I wb -° was also home advised that the meeting was 

one of the John Birch Society. 



J 



]were advised that due to the confidential 



nature of the FBI's files, no informatbn could be made available 
concerning persons or organizations. 



■ ^.,. -- I advised that he would bring the pamphlets to the 
Charlotte FBI Office and make them available for any value they may be. 
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/ME M AND DIRTY' TECHMQty s 

r ' This Is The 'John 
Birch Society 5 



EDITOR'S NOTE: The John 
Birch society is a semi-sec- 
ret organization with a noble 
,flim: f fighting Communism. 
But tts methods have stirred 
controversy in many U. S. 
cities. Barbara Bundschu 
headed a special research 
and investigating staff seek- 
ing to learn the society's 
purposes, operations and op- 
position across the nation. 
Following is the first of 
three dispatches on the staffs 
findings. 

By BARBARA BUNDSCHU 
ly United fr«n InttritatKmat 

Have you ever heard of the 
John Birch Society? 

Unless you live in one of the 
communities where its activi- 
ties have stirred up hot con- 
troversy, the chances are you 
haven't. 

^ But chances are you are go- 
ing to hear of it, and perhaps 
feel its impact, in the coming 
months. 

Its announced purpose is a 
completely laudable one: to 
fight and destroy Communism 
within the United States 



ITS HEAD is a retired candy 
company executive, Robert 
Welch, 61, of Belmont, Mass. 
A speech by Welch at the 
founding of the society in 1958 
has become its "Blue Book" 
or summary of principles. The 
statements in that book and 
other remarks made by Welch 
are startling, to say the least. 

Welch devotes his life to fight- 
ing Communism. What bothers 
those who know is the way 
Welch is fighting it. 

In a letter written before he 
set up the society late in 1958 
and still in limited circulation, 
Welch told friends that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, his brother, 
Dr. Milton Eisenhower, the late 
Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles and his brother, Allen 
Duljes, then and now head of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 
were members of the Commu- 
nist underground. 

"The secret Communist looks 
and acts just like anybody else, 
only more so," Welch says in 
the society's "Blue Book." He 



wjujm me united States. Its — ,7r v,r \ T" v "T At *^ c 
membership includes able and °f°^ d 5? ,*?*"& you know - J? 1 
patriotic men fact » Welc}l 8aid ' one °* hiS 

But its methods, its specific p F im ? sus P ects is "owtf _the 
aims and its judgments of some 
American leaders have led 
Wdfr sfc'b aaj3 patriotic citi- 
£p t* ;#:r:i*z'& the Joim 
,£$$ £;'&*•; <h g0 i Dg far be _ 
*$%£* *ta &siie$ of the late 
Sea, Joseph McCarthy, 



nicest men you ever met. Most 
of them are." 

* • * 
EXPOSURE OF such per- 
sons, even through "mc&fl $M 
dirty" techniques, llPgfcS «aj& 
is one of the j®fr& ^fc^kvc 
means of Am&£2 the Ameri- 
can people *v?ake in time to 




.■£— *-_^ ,„.i:_ - 



ROBERT WELCH 
. . • Red Hunting Tar Heel 

save themselves from Commu- 
nism. He also advises members 
to set up front groups. To infil- 
trate community organizations 
and to engage in directed let- 
ter writing to promote specific 
campaigns of his ultra-conserv- 
ative society. 

It was to protest what these 
tactics were doing to Santa 
Barbara, Calif., tb& Editor 
Thomas Moore Storke raised 
his editorial voice. 

"The News-Press condemns 
the tactics that have brought 
snos#m$!«r *&Ifcpho&e <&d& of 
deiw&'^te' Saate garto- 
*m ^y^<Wi^M f rt»H mem- 
fer-%&i ■?#*$ SiwJx Stcfefe, 



. '•' '■ *ic? jfe^'^y^ V-^X^ ' 
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<r * * 
c 'cC:~ :JL""-/ r 'ft!?SS con- 
c?:'J^j &Q ^t' r a t u r e s on 
XTCfiihy residoata Aim fear and 
abhor Communism* to contrib- 
ute money to an organization 
whose leader has said that 
"for reasons you will under- 
stand, there can be no account- 
ing of funds.'. . . 

"The John Birch Society al- 
ready has done a grave dis- 
service to Santa Barbara by 
arousing suspicions and a mu- 
tual distrust among men of 
goodwill The organization's 
adherents, sincere in their op- 
position to Communism, do not 
ceem to understand the dan- 
gers of the totalitarian dyna- 
mite with which they are tam- 
pering. 

"The News-Press challenges 
them: come up from under- 
ground.** 

■ft- * * 
WHAT IS THE REAL na- 
ture of this relatively new 
group on the American political 
scene? Political scientists 
would classify it as ultra-con- 
servative. It is and will remain 
a subjesk of controversy, how- 
ever, over whether its tactics 
are compatible with American 
democratic principles as they 
are most popularly understood. 
It is, in itself, an authoritar- 
ian society. (Editor Storke's 
adjective was "totalitarian"*. 
Welch does not say the United 
States should ha\e a similarly 
authoritarian form of govern- 
ment. But he is far from com- 
pletely sold on the form we 
now have. ' 

By Welch's political stand- 
ards, Dwight Eisenhower is a 
Communist, and so are many 
others in high government 
places, past and present. These 
are standards not everyone ae- 

The U.S. Senate on March 8 
heaM fcsi, Milton R. J o u n g, 
North Dakota Republican, de- 
clare that Welch's accusations 
**rirri Eisenhower and others 
V*« "■ nfr "bevond anything 
m~ V : " ■*»* ruarthy «*er 
.(.; Sr w '» uu t*'Z vtto' hand 

;*v; ' . '■" •-,- ■' SMu$ &ub- 



And because there is # evi- 
dence to support the soaeg 
claim that it is growing tte 
controversy around it w a*° 
bound to grow in the months 
ahead. 



"'. v ,.w 



* * * 
A LITTLE OVER three 
weeks after Storke's editorial. 
Chancellor Samuel B. Gould o 
the University of California at 
Santa Barbara, speaking at a 
University b a n q u e t, said a 
"new type" of secret student or- 
ganization had been set up on 
§» campus and "unless i is 
checked, can destroy the » 
versify.*' Another official said 
"it was understood" Gould re- 
ferred to the Birch Society. 

Gould said the organization 
to which he referred encour- 
ages students to becoim > in- 
formers and "take onthe tasks 

^roSnSlas become 
embroiled in controversy in 
many states, including Wiscon- 
sin, Texas, Ohio Kansas Cal- 
ifornia and North Dakota. 

Articles' and editorial . c«£ 
menl on the organization have 
been carried by a number of 
newspapers ^d magazines 

The amount of secrecy sur 
rounding its operations has va- 
ried considerably from com- 
munity to communis and 
Welch has given up his MM 
to avoid publicity about the 
group. 

* * * 
AT ISSUE BETWEEN the 
society and many who might 
otewise share Welch's con- 
servative political and eco- 
nomic views is his persistent 
Tsoning that everyttihig be 

personally considers wrong is 
a Communist plot. , A 

At issue between the soc e| 
and those who condemn it B 
Z T tendency of its ac« 
to suppress if not fta srfSbt, 



.-- .* '' 



,, ^ 









'v.V. -W C"" .. : 

GEN EISENHOWER 
. , , Red in 'Blue Book* 

at least the respectability, of 
dissent. 

John Birch had nothing to 
do with the group which bears 
his name. He was a young 
fundamentalist Baptist mission- 
ary from > <Jeorgia who served 
as ati intelligence officer in 
China during World War II 
and was killed 10 days after 
V-J day by Chinese Commu- 
nists, He was 27 when he died. 
Rpbert Welch never heard of 
Birch until after his death, 
but he has researched and 
written his life story. Welch 
has memorialized Birch as 
"probably the first American 
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casualty 5q ^ ; r,: •_- - t <;^\i 

ffie Gver-cIatiiiMB[3 *ffC3 v*i-'^ 
v;Mcli Is otiH fesia3 ^CCC^ 
againot us.' 3 And when ha samo 
to found a CommuniByigbtiafi 
orgaotetion, he salted it tao 
JohB Birch Ssdefcy. 
* * ^ 

bers ©£ tha cociety .aro ofe^ to 
write letters to coasressmesa 
and others, opsrato M *to3t 
organizatioas and toough es- 
tablished community groqp.3 
such as PTAs and cfcambera 
of commerce to ' push cam- 
paigns conceived by Welds 03 
anti-Communist. 

Theso include movements to 
impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, to repeal the iacotno 
taad law, to rout the social gos- 
pel from the churches, to op- 
pose the North - Atlantic Treaty 
'Alliance, foreign aid, the 
United Nations and cultural, or 
any other, exchanges with Rus- 
sia. / « 

At her farm home near Ma- 
con, Ga„ Bircl^ mother, Jx£. 
George S. Birch, said she and 
■jftr^nisiaDu^TaTe "heartily in 
accord" with Welch's organiza- 
tion "and we are proudMor it 
to bear our son's name." 

Welch also is a native south- 
erner, born in North Carolina, 
Dec. 1, 1899. 

He was reared in what no now 
calls "the intellectually re- 
stricting bonds of. the unusually 
narrow Southern Baptist funda- 
mentalism." He spent^ four 
years at the university of 
North Carolina, two at the Na- 
val Academy and two at Har- 
vard Law "School before going 
into th© candy business. He 
was for years vice president of 
the James 0. Welch Company, 
headed by Ms brother, which 
has factories in Massachusetts 
and jn I#s Angles. % „ t 
Welch w,7 MOTkued by 



~~^qC3m^mi0»^^' 



# 



IN HIS 0W\ -*•':.' - « *>* 
ographical sketch Welch * oie 
in the third person for soeietj 
members — he "has one wife, 
two sons, a golden retriever 
dog, and fourteen golf clubs 
none of which he understands, 
but all of which he loves." 

He is an affable man who 
smiles easily and exhibits in 
his writings a sense of humor, 
love of poetry and wide knowl- 
edge of history and literature. 

He was a director of the Na- 
tional Association of Manufac- 
turers for seven years, serving 
also as a vice pr^'denf of the 
organization, anr ^e former 
presidents of * l are or 

have been ^ .*- Birch Socie- 
ty's council 

On Jan. ^ 1957, his biography 
says, he "gave up most of his 
business responsibilities — and 
most of his income — in order 
to devote practically all of his 
time and energy to the anti- 
Communist cause/' 

The John Birch Society was 
founded almost two years later, 
on Dec. 9, 1958, at Indianap- 
olis, After Welch delivered a 
two-day speech to 11 men he 
had invited to hear it That 
spwv* <» Mav * Vr Btue Book" 
of tin* ;~±*.i* -■#* c: f ieial state- 
ment of its aims and methods. 



It is supplemented by monthly 
bulletins to members and the 
magazine "American Opinion," 
which Birch founded before the 
society and of which he is ed- 
itor. 

The message and aim is: 
"Less government, more re- 
sponsibility and a better 
world." 

Welch quite literally wants 



The Los Angeles Times, in an "But when £?«* ^jne tsj&a 

editorial signed by Publisher toem in the p£^££3 Cj to 

Otis Chandler on March 12, society, surrounded and tup* 

saw an implication of sedition ported by Welch's rich, floTT* 

in Welch's statements. And, in S language and ideas, their 

like many others, it deplored absurdity is well concealed, 

the identification of conserva- "^w man is a marvelously 

tism with extremism. -gifted demagogue . . . 

* 'The Times believes implicit- "There is another factor 

ly in the conservative philoso- aDarfc from the magic of Rob- 

phy," the editorial said. "It ert Welch that lends power to 

to'repeal^rao^raW' Bui ha « challenged all these men the movement . . . Both Welch 

unlike many who share this « n £™*t of these institutions an <* .]«* people^ are genumedy 

sire, either politically or nostal- <which Welch attacks) on the afraid . . . driven by an fl ; 

gically he views its trend to- soundness of one or more is* mosi Wlld fear of * persistent 

ward "collectivism" not simply ? ue ?- But the Times does not *p pervasive sort. Because of 

as a mistake but as a sinister believ e that the argument for the peculiar nature of their un- 

conservatism can be won —and derstanding of what it means 

we do believe it can be won.- to *>« an American, everywhere 

by smearing as enemies and tnev look > m our society thej 

traitors those with whom wt see s ^8ns of an incredibly de* 

sometimes disagree. vious subversion . . ." 

"Subversion, whether of the (Tomorrow: The Society'* 
left or the right, is still sub- 
version." 

• * • 
criticism from the press 
is not likely to disturb Welch. 
He has already-told-his follow- 



conspiracy to change the eco- 
nomic structure of the United 
States so that this nation can 
be merged with the Soviet 
Union without a fight. 

"You have only a few more 
years," he told his listeners 
at Indianapolis. "We arc liv- 
ing. . . in such a fool's para- 
dise as the people of China 
lived in 20 years ago." 

"The danger is almost en- 



doctrine and membership) 



tirely internal," Welch said, €rs that 4 ' the domination of 
"from Communist influencies ? ur Jf ess » television and radio 
right in our midst and treason by Communist influences i s 



right in our government' 



now so great that you simply 



The idea that the nation must rZ?*LfTV° 'T °\ U 

mobilize its resources to com- ™* de K l °/ t the ™* nature 

bat the external danger of So- ? f - the beasts to whom wc are 

oat uie external danger of So- ] osing> » An editorial in « Amer- 



viet military might and sput< 
nik supremacy is, in Welch's 
view, a part of the Commu- 



ican Opinion" for February said 
the long-insolvent Communist 



nist plot. "In other words, in> fl^fdt wL™^ 
der the guise of fighting Com- ?£' ^ t,th P fn2\'^ 
munism, we are being stamped t " P , w L?^^ J* 
into the biggest jumn ever to- * imes long ag <S made lfc un * 

jump right into, socialism and gj f^bairassing to the 
' ^^^e Communist camp" ..^ you hear ^^ 

Welch would repeal virtually charges out of m?Z>& . . . 
all of the -ocial and economic their absur&t' * ^ain enough. 
legislation of the last SO years. sa id tfcet I* .<?4 A. Craoa to 
■'The greatest enemy of man his congrc^xr^at Santa Bat- 
is, and always has been, gov- bara's Unitarian Church ©no 
eminent/' he said. February Sunday. 

• • • 
"WE ARE NOT beginning 
any revolution, nor even a coun- 
ter - revolution in any tech- 
nical sense " H said, "Yet 
our deter-mv-X <>.& overthrow 
an en»ren;,-f,3 'tyranny is the 
very stuff ci which revolutions 
are made." 



• 



WIRE^ WATE UMT 



Birch Head A?4s 
To Be Investigated 






BELMONT. ifta&5. - W - 
BohecL-Wjaijj/ founder of the 
controversial^ John Birch So- 
ciety, disclosed Saturday thai 
he has asked the Senate in- 
ternal security subcommittee 
to iivestigate the organization. 

Welch's secretary made pub- 
lic a night Wif<- that was 
wired Friday n»Jtf to Sen, 
James Kastland D-Miss... 
subcommittee chairman. 

In it Welch prom teed "none ' 
of our members will plead the i 
Fifth Amendment"' and' 
asserted the society's "'only i 
'crime' is fighting commu- I 
nism." 

The telegram was made 
public some Z4 hours after 
Welch said he never had 
called former President Eis- 
enhower a "card carrying 
Communist." 



The denial came as criti- 
cism of the rightist society 
mounted following disclosure 
that Welch had written Eisen- 
hower was a "dedicated, con- 
scious agent of the communist 
conspiracy." 

Welch in a privately pub- 
lished book also criticized Mil- 
ton Eisenhower, brother of the 
former president and etched 
former Presidents Harry S, 
Truman and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the late Secre- 
tary of State John Foster Dulles 
as "tools of communism." 

Welch said in his wire to 
Eastland: 

"Because of the charges now 
being so widely circulated 
about us, some of which are 
extreme distortions of fact, and 
many of which are sheer fabri- 
cations, thfc *W ,.&-<„*) Society 
respecting yfitfrffcsta an offic- 
ial mver^t^&n by the Sen- 
ate intend security subcom- 
mittee of which you are chair- 
man. . /* 



*'?n the course of such an 
investigation we hope to be 
ablp to present to your com- 
mittee, and through your 
committee to the American 
people, the simple truth about 
the .John Birch Socity. . ." 

Tn Washington Friday a 
spokesman ior the Department 
of Justice said the society's 
activities have become "a mat- 
ter of concern" to that go\ em- 
inent agency. 

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI direc- 
tor, also published a statement 
implying criticism of the so- 
ciety. 

Some congressmen havfe 
urgeel investigations by the 
House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, the Senate in- 
ternal security subcommittee, 
and the Senate Government Op- 
erations Committee. 

However, chairmen of lhes*» 
committees indicated thy had 
no plans for such acUor 

And one congressman hz t 
Edgar W. Hiestandf 
a John Birch member, 
attacks on the organization 
a "pro-communist smear.* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (100-9548) 



date: 4-5-61 



FROM 



SUPERVISOR 



b6 
b7C 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



who identified himself as a 

resident of Mecklenburg Co., telephonically contacted the 
Charlotte Office on 4-4-61, and advised he had read articles 
which had recently appeared in the "Charlotte observer" con- 
cerning the captioned society and desired to know whether 
the John Birch Society was a Communist dominated organization 
and whether or not BARBARA BUNDSCHU, the writer of the articles 
that appeared in the "Charlotte Observer," was affiliated with 
the Communist Party. He stated that he was not sure whether he 
could receive this information from the FBI but was interested 
in determin ing this information and thought he would check, 
concluded by stating that he would contact his 



Congressman in an effort to obtain this information. 



] was advised that the j ur isdiction and 



responsibility of the FBI does not extend to furnishing evalu- 
ations or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication, or organization and that the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government. 
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Investigation of Group a Possibility 

Justice Dept. 'Concerned' 
Over John Birch Society 



vVASJJIISGTOX <i:pi»-The Jus- 
tice Department t >day expressed 
* 'concern" over the anti-Commu- 
nist John Birch Society and con- 
gressional readers spoke of an in- 
vestigation. 

Th Justice Department refused 
to say whether it is investigating 
the semi-secret society, but a 
spokesman said a "growing num- 
ber of inquiries the Justice De- 
partment has received about -the 
John Birch Society *has> made it 
a matter of concern to the attor- 
ney ageneraL" * 

Vice Chairman TOomas J. "Dodd, 
XHioiin., of the Senate internal se« 
c mlj subconfcnitfcee said he would 
te§g up me possibility of inves- 
tufting the arch - conservative 
gmp at the subcommittee's next 
meeting. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, 



m the April Law* Knforcement Bui* 
etin severely criticized "vigilante 
action'' by Americans combating 
communism. He did not mention 
any specific group. 

He said Communists stand to 
gain from every rift among the 
American people, "Unfortunately, 
this involves certain people across 
the country who engage in reck- 
less charges against one another. 

"The label of Communist is too 
often indiscriminately attached to 
those whose views differ from the 
majority," he added. 

Hoover said "this is wither the 
time for inaction nor vigilante ac- 
tion" against communism. "The 
ingredients for Communist coups 
in nations which have fallen un- 
der its spell always include f pop- 
ulace shaken with fear, hysteria 
and confusion. 



"There is about all the danger 
of in ^sponsible counteraction by" 
citizens who lend impetus to com- 1 
munisrn through inept attempts to' 
fight this insidious menace." | 

Hoovor said the way to fight it 
"is to study it, understand it and 
discover what can be done about 
it." 

Dodd did not say whether he 
would press for a full-fledged in* 
vestigation oi the Birch Society. 

Chairman John h, McQleUWh*^^* ^ . . . J- 
D-Ark, said his SenaYC^rfS^lf flQffiggSf 
ment Operations CmM$S^%$Q® GtifflSSSmV^ 
no plans to invesUgateltte^i^ 
because it, has no Jur^icfioft^ *4&W2ft 
The committee and its permanent j 
investigating subcommittee, |fr- 
headed by 'McClellan,i : haye /ttfj 
investigative powers ltwrfaSgf 
matters affecting gov*nan«a^ 
tivitles. 
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^IXON 'SLIPPERY' 



Birch Society Says Taft 
Was Robbed Of Nomination 



This is the last in a series 
about the semi-secret John 
Birch Society, an anti-Conh 
munist organization that has 
caused controversy in Us 
i methods. 

\ By BARBARA BUNDSCHV 
United Press International 
Robert Welch, founder awl 

■ leader of the John Birch So- 
ciety, charges that the 1952 
GOP presidential nomination 
was stolen from the late Sen. 
Robert A. Taft. 

In a startling "letter to Khru- 
schev," published in his maga- 
zine, "American Opinion," in 
3958 and now available in 

pamphlet form, Welch told the 
Russian leader he knew that 
among the pro-Communist ac- 
tivities of recent years had 
been: "The snatching of the 
Republican nomination from 
Taft in 1952 by purchase, theft, 
secret deals and other tactics 
more foul than had ever before 
appeared in American politics." 

Suitcases Of Money 

Later in the same letter, 
which starts out assuring 
Khrushchev that "we know that 
.you are winning the cold war 
by leaps and bounds," "Welch 
wrote: "The President of one of 
America's largest banks took 
suitcases full of currency to 
the convention, to bribe dele* 
gates away from Taft; and he 
was rewarded, for thus provid- 
ing such spontaneity, by a ma- 
jor ambassadorship," 

In an interview recent 1 v. 




SEN. GOLDWATER 
'OuUtnndintf People' 
Goldwater, in response to a 
UPt inquiry, said he wasn't 
aware of any Birch society en- 
dorsement and wasn't in any 
case running for anything ex- 
cept the Senate. His term ex- 
pires in 1964. Goldwater said 
he was familiar with the organi- 
zation, that 'he had met several 
of its members during his trav- 
els and "they are very out- 
standing people." 

Better Than Rocky 

Welch, in a "Blue Book" 
speech of December, 1958, 
called former Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon "one of the 
ablest, shrewdest, most disin- 
genuous, and slipperiest "poli- 
ticians that ever showed up^n 
the American se^no *" 



Welch's views on President 
Kennedy were indicated before 
his election. He did not men- 
tion Kennedy by name but his 
sentiments were made clear in 
a discussion about "amoral 
man." 

"You will usually find him in 
church on Sunday morning, 
maybe even a Catholic 
Church." Welch said then. "But 
as a member of the United 
Slates Senate, running tor the 
Presidency and sp»«i» "v.uyh 
to know the strong * *xnisi 
support bphmd *b* v ^p* 
ulucb he will Have to &»* " t>r- 
der to have any chance ta x#- 
tn| lwmiMtod la 1960, fwh to 
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ajnora! mm can do a tremen- 
dous ?»»«&$& *f ball-carrying 
on behalf of «hc Communist 
aims here in the Inited States; 
and he can do an almost equal 
amount of damage to anti-Com- 
munist morale in oilier parts of 
the world, by his well-publicized 
speeches against Chiang Kai- 
shek or in favor of the Algerian 
rebels. . . 

Prominent Men 

"T am prepared to defend 
their right to ^.express their 
views, as 1 would 'leftist* opin- 
ions," said Lds Angeles Attor- 
ne * v A- ^yi" about the John 
Birch Society. "That Us views, 
however, are acceptable to any 
portion of the American pub- 
lic is a sad commentary on the 
present American political 
scene." 

Sen. Mill on K Young, R-N. 
D., who has criticized the soci- 
ety on the Senate floor, said 
"what surprises me most is no! 
the size but the number of 
prominent men who belong." 

Twelve of the 26 men cur- 
rently listed as members of the 
society's council are listed in 
Who's Who in America. They 
include two former presidents 
of the National Association of 
Manufacturers — William J, 
Grede and Cola G. Parker , both 
of Wisconsin — ana rfthird for- 
mer NAM president, Ernest 
G. Swiper t of PortlandrtffeM 
had previously been listed as a 
council member. 

The Racine, Wis., Journal- 
Times, noting the association of 
these and other prominent busi- 
nessmen with the group said: 
"It is a cause for crackpots, 
but those allegedly responsible 
persons who support it will be 
tarred with the same brush," 

Some answers to Wirings 
question on the society's appeal 
were provided March 18 in two 
pages of letters printed by the 
Los Angeles Times following 
its editorial condemnation of 
the* society. 

Four writers' said^Bfcr IS&es 
articles ^eedfaj^ff ^tbrfat 
were prosn^jl &ein to join 
the Society, 



& 
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Letter voters W ho praised' 



the newspaper for its stand in- 
cluded former Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon, the presi- 
dents of the University of Cal- 
ifornia and Occidental College 
and the chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of California at Los An- 
geles, Rep. James C. Corman, 
D-Calif., and Methodist Bishop 
Gerald Kennedy. 

One letter, signed only with 
initials and presumably written 
with a matrimonial "we,** com- 
plimented the Times for ex- 
plaining "probably much bet- 
ter than we might the reasons 
why we resigned after several 
months as members." 

The letter said the writers 
had become disturbed by cards 
distributed by the society last 
year to protest the planned 
summit meeting. Designed for 
mailing to President Eisen- 
hower, they read: "If you go— 
don't come back!'* 

Nixon Retorts 

4 'Then we began to note that 
almost every public official — 
Roosevelt, Truman, Ike, Nixon, 
Dulles and others became ever 
widening targets of Welch. 

"We heard whispers, re- 
marks prefaced by, 'would you 
believe' it if X told you—?' and 
we became increasingly wary. 

"We became disenchanted 
with the John Birch Society, 
and withdrew. . ." 

Former Vice President Ricl)* 
ard M. Nixon wrote the Times: 
"It may at times seem un- 
realistic and naive to follow 
the rules of the game when 
our opponents are so unscrupu- 
lous and completely devoid of 
morality. But, in the end, refus- 
ing to resort to methods that 
are wrong not only is right but 
in the long run ir the most ef- 
fective way to combat an evil 
doctrine like communism. , . 

"One of the most indelible 
lessons of human history is that 
those who adopt $e doctrine 
that the end" jusj^fei Sic means 
inevitably f ji?$W means be- 
come the *$$» * ' 



Same As ^<> urt 

Times Publisher Otis >>^r 
dler rejoiced on two counts \i 
the heavy reaction to the new& 
paper's stand. The readers' ex^ 
penditure for "stamps, phone \ 
calls and shoe leather (and \ 
aspirin)" he took as a happy 
omen that the economy is on 
the upswing. 

The readers lined up slightly 
in lavor of the John Birch So- 
ciety in almost exactly the 
same proportion as the Su- 
preme Court has lined up five 
to four in favor of the doctrine 
that freedom oi speech is not 
an absolute right when it be- 
comes involved with Commu- 
nism. 

The court minority which 
might look* askance at the mu*i- 
ety's own efforts In *»;. t v*s& 
dissent would non^n***- fup- 
port its right to think *"* jfcay 
what it chooses. 
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Hew Band Of Extremists 
Steps Into The Spotlight 



There are many people in the United 
States who believe that government has 
grown too big, taxes too high, the Com- 
munists too strong and the country alto- 
gether too "liberal" or "socialistic." 

They think that the America of Jeffer- 
son and Madison has become the America 
of Schlesinger and Reuther, that Eisenhow- 
er was no better than Truman or Roose- 
velt, that Kennedy may be worse than all 
of them. They are certain that the welfare 
state will hatch into the socialist state and 
finally into American Communism. 

Some of these people — sincere, con- 
cerned, frustrated — have been led into 
an organization called the John Birch So- 
ciety., It is an organization respectable 
enough on the surface, but twisted and 
potentially dangerous beneath. 

Its founder is a native North Carolinian 
named Robert Welch. He is a product of 
the University of North Carolina and Har- 
vard Law School, and his self-made candy 
fortune tends to lend respectability to 
what he says and does. 

His goal in life is to fight Communism, 
he has said. The aim of his organization is 
'less, government, more responsibility and 
a better world." 

* * * 

Beneath the fine generalities lies the 
poison. 

Welch and his Society seem willing to 
fight the Communists with any tactics that 
promise results. Expose them with "mean 
and dirty" techniques, the founder has ad- 
vised. In other words, the end justifies the 
means, and it seems to worry Mr. Welch 
not at all that this is a tenet right from 
the Communist handbook. 

Welch does nbt point out mistakes, he 
points out conspiracies, .What he does not 
like is, presto, a Communist plot. Those 
who appose him are bound to be Commu- 
nists — public officials, ministers, news- 
papers, educators. 

JEvery liberal influence is suspect The 
Communists are everywhere — on the Su- 
preme Court, in the White House, in the 
Central Intelligence Agency. Welch has 
eveir written that Dwight Eisenhower and 
John Foster Dulles could only be, consid- 
ered? inenihr^ of the Communist under- 
ground 

V X ♦ to the mentality that has launchcj 



a new, s^mi-secret organization designed to 
save America. It is a mentality that has 
not been repudiated by its offspring. 

The John Birch Society could be a valu- 
able addition to American public life as the 
voice of responsible conservatism. It can 
only harm the county if it becomes a vigi- 
lante group, setting its own standards of 
Americanism and pursuing and vilifying all 
who disagree. 

The radicals of the right can be as dan- 
gerous as the extremists of the left, as the 
country learned from Senator, McCarthy 
and some of his aides. And there are dis- 
turbing signs that among the followers of 
Robert Welch are people who wish to 
stamp upon the country (heir own ideas of 
loyalty, patriotism, free speech and "Amer- 
ican*' behavior. ** 

A few years a^o Robert Welch wrote as 
follows in a secretly circulated book: 

"While J, too, think that Milton Et&cn- 
hower is a Communist and has been for 30 
years, this opinion is based largely on gen- 
eral circumstances of his conduct. 

"But my firm belief that Dwight Eisen- 
hower is a dedicated, conscious agent of 
the Communist conspiracy is based on an 
accumulation of detailed evidence so ex- 
tensive and so palpable that it seems to put 
this conviction beyond any reasonable 
doubt." 

• * * 

The man who writes this kind of thing 
is either ill or malicious, and it is no won- 
der that some in the Robert Birch Society 
protest that this is merely a personal opin- 
ion, entirely irrelevant. 

It is far from irrelevant, because it 
demonstrates the kind of mind that pro- . 
jected this society upon the scene and the 
kind of mind that speaks for it now. 

A few years ago Robert Welch was writ- 
ing that Eisenhower, Truman and Roose- 
velt were Communists all. Today his organ- 
ization demands the impeachment of the 
chief justice of the United States on spuri- 
ous grounds. 

The American people can have little con- 
fidence in an organization that projects it- 
self into public affairs under such auspices, 
with no public accounting of either its 
money or lis membership, with secant »*> 
gard for its use of those harsh 1 -- - 
"Communist" ^nd "traitor '* 
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-John liirch 
Society Has 
2 Units Here 

There are two chapters of the 
John Birch Society in Charlotte 

Founded by candy-m a k e r 
Robert Welch, the society has 
headquarters in (he Boston s"! -s 
urh of Be'monl Mass.. and seeM 
to use vigorous methods in rooii 
ing out opinions that it feels will 
lead to an early Communist 
seizure of power in the United 
States. 

The society's chief activities 
are in the area of opinion-form- 
ing. Its members strive io join! 
opinion-leading gioups. write letj 
ters to newspapers, and protest', 
verbally to teachers. | 

The two Charlotte chafers, 
according io local vojtfnte^r 
coordinator Leon L. Cffi k, who 
runs the Holly UmiUTEamera 
stores, have menniership of , 
about 40. 

Clark said Saturday that ihi' 
two chapters are tod bv Robert 
KM^s of Rt. -1, Matthew! , 
vmt^sin the industrial rela 
department of Douglas Aircraft 
Co. here/- and Mrs. W$iam 

liaate/^ 1125 Pr " 

wife/of the sales manager ot 
Sk/Corp. / 

The chapter led by Maas meets ! 

[every month in the Public! 
Library, Clark said, while Mrs.. 

JHaake's chapter meets in her, 
home. 

Clark said Saturday that the 
group has contacted teachers 

, about things the society finds ob- 
jectionable in the classroom. An 

' example, Clark said, is the omis- 
sion of the word "republic" 
from a history textbook in use 

* at South M^V^h :.-g High 

5 School. 

"We want to *et back to a 
consitutlonal republic," Clark 
said. 



Clark said IKi H >«** a 'h>w 
part series ol si »Vjh m**?; the 
John Birch Sot mty s national 
impact, written by Barbara Bund- 
schu of United Press Interna- 
tional and carried on The Ob* 
server's editorial page, was dis- 
torted. 

He declined to expand his 
views further. 

Clark said the chapters here 
were formed after a visit to 
Charlotte by a paid wpfker for 
the national John Bi#*n Society, 
Dougla s Heinsohji JjH.of Sevier- 
Tin.' 'lleinsoluT discussed 
the society's aims hi a talk at 
in 3 Public Library. 



/ 
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fleinsohn, an organizer for 
ten southern statttlT is the son 
of A. J^HpBSf&hh The elder 
UeitiS^Ji'f«"Ts St*sident of Cher- 
okee Mills M Sevierville and 
a member of (he council, or 
national board, of the society. 

The Charlotte chapters, Clark 
said, have people from all walks 
of life, "including some of our 
biggest lawyers and financiers/' 

He mentioned that the society 
plans a presentation of its aims 
to a group in another North Car- 
oline, city this week. The group 
is thinking about forming a so- 
ciety chapter. 

Clark said the chief activity of 
the local chapters to date has 
been a lettcr-w^ting campaign, 
asking support of >he society's 
dr've lo *> > < *. Warren, , 
Chief J ^ .*- '«# United I 
States an-, « *i'*'„*r governor of 
California 1943-53). 
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LeBWs To The Editor 



Readers Comment On Anti-Communists 



What could be more simple? 

Ask him! Let the Communist 

teachers teach our children about 

communism. We will not rely on 

our own Communist teachers 

alone, but bring in some from 

the "Mother Country" on a 

teacher exchange program. Then 

let's exchange students so that 

we can get our information down 

«w "»«i to the grass roots. Of course 

speak out against it. Each of we ^ have a cultural exchange, 

these people terminate their f or this gets the information to 



Everyone Agrees 
On Single Issue 

Editor, The News*. 

Throughout the recent contro- 
versy here, there, and every- 
where on the John Birch Society, 
1 have noticed one thing pecu- 
liarly common to those who 



statements to the effect that they 
do not agree with the Society 
on one issue, namely the public 
should be made more aware of 
the Communist menace. 



the cultured and to those who 
would like to think they are cul- 
tured. It also helps finance infor- 
mation on the Communist men- 
ace coming into this country 



ie ^uimiiuiuoi ijiciic*^. ace cunnug **»«* — — --- 

The question has puzzled many. from tehind the iron curtain. 



How? Certainly not by joining 
such as the John Birch Society, 
nor by seeking out people like 
Billy' James Hargis, Dr. Fred 
Schwarz, Carl Mclntire, Fulton 
Lewis Jr., Clarence Manion, or 
watching the film Operation Abo- 
lition. 

We dread even mentioning the 
House Un - American Activities 
u»t>mittee and it's publications. 
\ «>w, then? The public is due 
sti explanation. Feeling that one 
is long overdue I will endeavor 
to be a spokesman for these dis- 
putants, for they do have the so- 
lution. First, we must ready our- 



The latest government move 
steps up the efficiency by not 
labeling this information as prop- 
aganda anymore. Why? Because 
after all, the American people 
are all brilliant enough to read 
this literature and make up their 
own minds. Besides, labeling it 
as such may cause hard feelings 
and even endanger the cultural 
exchange program. 



THE MASTER STROKE of 

course was inviting Mr. Khrush- 
chev to this country. If you want 
to know what hell is, ask the 

luuu... ru„ „ , -- devil. Now that Mr. K. has seen 

selves for the task by purging our country, hasn't he voiced a 
our souls and coming to the reali- i 0U( j plea for >eace? It didn t 
zation that our form of govern- wor fc on the devil but I guess it 
ment is not after all, perfect. WO rked on our visitor. 
This idea we arrive at from the now for those who seem to 
fact that all of the governed peo* * re member his also saying Hhat 
pie are not perfect. our gi andchildren will live under 

communism, and that the Com- 

HENCE, Edward -R.-Murrow- jurists will bury us, the answer 
wise, we declare to the world j s simple. They wish to take us 
that we discriminate against (be ' 0V er peacefully and then bury us 
Catholic, Jew, Negro, Hill-Bffly, tft the same manner. There are 
Migratory Worker, . Asian, AM* other ways to find out about the 
can, European, and acco>ding to communist menace of course, 
the latest Coronet Magazine, fbf\ „ we can join one of the many 
Atheist Proceeding with an oyetf^«* ron t ,f organizations that prac- 
vMa^'Ut^^V^^^Vi^ m ;*&#*!& l^rs to 
now 'canm^ygm wfe$ ; 
really tiaSsSs^V^lm^A fadfe. 
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the .<K&e* about i and which T * m * 
&^tSw vtocs not give even the 
time of day. This is not un-con- 
stitutional. 

Only those writing their Con- 
gressmen asking them to save 
our country can possibly be 
trampling the Constitution. I've 
searched it diligently and can't 
see where it's un-constitutional, 
but someone is bound to find it 
one of these days. I hope sin- 
cerely that this letter will help 
clear up the cloud in the minds 
of those who had doubts. 

RUTH LAMMERS 
Greenville. 

Paid Informers 
Use Low Tricks 

Editor, The News: 

In last Sunday's paper you pub- 
lished a long and obviously dis- 
torted attack on the John Birch 
Society sent out by a purported 
"research team" of the UPI, in 
which they assert that the society 
is "more dangerous than the late 
Senator McCarthy.' 1 

Suppose we recall what this 
stripe of writer was saying about 
McCarthy when he was still alive 
and a menace to their complac- 
ency: 

In 1954 the Washington Post pre- 
pared a series of articles on Mc- 
Carthy which claimed, along with 
other things, that he had ac- 
cumulated a cache of arms in the 
basement of the Senate Office 
Building and was stealing secret 
documents out of the government 
files. These articles were never 
published, but the fact that they 
were prepared, and at great cost 
and trouble, is established by the 
sworn testimony of the Messrs. 
Alfred Friendly, executive editor 
of v the Washington Post-Times 
• Herald, Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., at 
that time Chairman of the Ameri- 
cans for Democratic Action, and 
x Clayton WfeJ*^, jgten editor of 
the Demc^a^lj^St. 



ACCORDING isr^JSrtr own tes- 
timony, these three liberal big- 
wigs paid well over ten thousand 
dollars, over a period of some 
nine months, to a professional con- 
fidence man named Paul Hughes 
who was posing as a member of 
Senator McCarthy's staff. The 
documentation of the federal court 
in the District of Columbia where 
Hughes was tried for perjury 
also shows that he promised the 
liberal bigwigs to "tie in all illegal 
incidents performed by me to 
specific McCarthy staff person- 
nel." 

The articles were quashed by 
the Washington Post because it 
had a last minute stir of caution 
and it found, among other things, 
that three affidavits allegedly 
from employes of the Bell Tele- 
communications Laborat o r i e s 
(which manufacture secret equip* 
ment for the government) were 
forged in the names of employes 
who did not even exist. Hughes 
was not brought to trial, however, 
on any complaint of the men who 
had paid such a fancy price for 
his lies. They were suffering in 
silence. 

He tried his tricks on the FBI 
in another connection, and that 
organization promptly caught him 
and dug up the Washington Post 
story. He was indicted for per- 
jury before the grand jury, but 
the trial jury refused to convict; 
obviously because the jurors, or 
most of them, believed that the 
Messrs. Rauh and Fritchey and 
Friendly had known all along that 
they were buying ,not facts, but 
a smear. 

NOW THE USE of paid inform- 
ers is very ffife jjgi j* *• ub " 
eral vocabo&fiysf ^wtsh the in- 



formers are used bj^SS^^^ct- 
ment agencies or m* IfiteftfcA to 
testify before Congress. It wonld 
seem, therefore, that this expen- 
sive attempt to plant a paid spy 
on the staff of a committee of 
the United States Senate, made 
by people who loudly condemn 
the use of paid informers against 
crirninais and subversives, would 
have attracted the attention of 
professional newsmen. 

But United Press International 
did not send in a * "research 
team." Time Magazine <Ud not 
publish an "exposure." ThS Hunt- 
ley-Brinkley outfit didn't gei.off 
any cracks. There was a strange 
silence all around. 

One can only surmise that, in 
the eyes of the big newsman* any 
smear tactic i» okay if it l« 'di- 
rected, not against crimin«lf «ad 
subversives, but agai&si $a&- 
Communists. & 

BEAUFORT B. Cd^AND 
Laurens. < 
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Greenville Has One JohnBirch 
Society, Another Is Organize 



By TED SHELTON He said he subscribes to the 

Greenville has had an active P nnci Ptes of the society and 
John Birch Society for the past char £ e <J that the organization has 
six months and a second chapter been "grossly misrepresented" in 
has just completed organization' re f eTlt articl es. 
and expects to call its first meet-) ," The curr ent attack on the so- 
ing soon, spokesmen for/ the or- ciety is Communist inspired/' he 
ganization said yestepday. ' added an <* said, "They have evi- 

John W. Norwood/jr\ ( a local denCe that ifc is *" 

He said his chapter, No. 523, has^ 



attorney, ldentilieWiimself as a " w w "*" 1,JO "*«piei-, i\o. dz6, nas 
volunteer coordinator for the S o-' between 20 and 30 members. The 
ciety in this area and pointed grou P meets eac h month to dis- 
out the society also has paid co-J cuss artic tes and issues which 
ordinators. Such individuals have a PP ear in the society's monthly 
the power to organize chapters in* bullet * n and magazine, 
the various localities of their jur- He said n « believes the John 
isdiction. ^ Birch Society is the "best organ- 

Leader/df the more recently ^or-l Nation I have run across yet to 
ganizexr chapter is Joseph JD'er-' coml >at communism 'V; 
moo^of 21 Arcadia " Dl ' IVeT HT* Ha<vre chapter -MEMBER 
"ISSioHiis group has 12 members 5L^te2^*^#r, Greenville 
, at present, that they have just cour icilman of Ward 4, said he 
i completed organization, and they 1S a member o^the "home chap- 
expect to call the first meeting ter " m Belmont, Mass., the first 
within the next few days. His rWfaT * -—'--' *--- «»-'-*■ * 



ciety represents; a threat to in- 
dividual" liberty! 
Mrs. Len Dunlap of 422 Cres- 
'""*" led, "I feel 
very strongly/ about this. I feel 
the society is dangerous on the 
grounds that it does not accept 
the principles of our Constitution 
W action/ 



chapter number is 686. 

BACK TO CONSERVATISM 
Mr. Dermody said the organi- 
zation grew out of an anti-com- 
munism discussion group led by 
Father Walter Melfi at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church. The group was 
known as the Father Melfi Fo- 
rum. It is predominately Catholic. 
He commented his group sub- 
scribes to the principles and 
stand taken by Robert Welch, or- 
(ganizer of the John Birch Soci- 
ety and described the organiza- 
tion as "a grass roots movement 
back to conservatism." 

He said the society represents 
a growing awareness on the 
part of the members, an awak- 
ening to the dangers which are 
against us, and concern for the 
lack of action by representa- i 
lives in Washington. 
Mr. Dermody said the mem- 



chapter organized by Welch. As 
such a member he is not requir- 
ed to attend local meetings which 
are conducted once each month. 
Dr. Parker terms the society 
a "high class organization" en- 
deavoring to keep the people in- 
formed through letter-writing 
campaigns. 

Mr. Norwood, also a member 
of the home chapter, said an all- 
day seminar of persons interest- 
ed in anti-Communist activity has 
been scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday at the Francis Marion 
Hotel in Charleston. He will 
speak at the meeting, he said. 
He said he has been active 
in the organization for about 
six months and believes "the 
best way to combat the grow- 
ing Communist menace is in, 
the John Birch Society/* 
He has available* for showing 
film on the subject and. also tape 



bership conducts letter cam- Recordings of Weld* speeches on 
paigns to congress "to state our the subject, one a two-hour tape, 
position" on certain questions. _P a tne otner ha ^» while' John 



The chapter leader of the sec- 
ond and older Greenville group 
is a local Presbyterian minister 
v;te )3£te$^Jas,name not be! 
used I* «^;gy r tf&- fcfc w ' 
marks, " : - - 



Birch Society members seek to 
strengthen their organization, at 
least one Greenville woman |s 
raising her vo&e- iit objection, to ^~™ < 

the . msti&^'-^td&^Jfe}^^ 
speak* fcj tsfifiS??*^ g&fe 
opinion>4te m Sffax %& So- 



She continues, "It takes ad- 
vantage of people's prejudices 
and under the banner of Chris- 
tianity and anti-Communism is 
tending to undermine both Chris- 
tian and American principles. In 
its philosophy it poses a threat to 
individual liberty." 
OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED 

Mrs. Dunlap said she first be- 
came informed of the society and 
its local members during the or- 
ganization of a local chapter of 
the American Field Service For- 
eign Student Exchange program. 

She said her group ran into op- 
position from some residents who 
questioned whether the program 
was Communist - inspired, and 
some who implied the foreign 
student exchange program was 
another way for Communists to 
send spies into America. 

"I feel the local people are sin- 
cere in their efforts to fight Com- 
munism," she continued. "But 
if they are depending on Mr. 
Welch entirely for their informa- 
tion I would say that they are 
certainly getting a very one- 
sided interpretation of the forces 
in the world today which are 
causing our problems. I disagree 
with Welch that all the forces 
in the world are part of a Com- 
munist conspiracy." 

But Mrs: Dunlap agrees with 
the society members' <m one 
thing: th6 American public^Shttuld 
be aware of and concerned about 
the Communist menace. 

She criticized the "dividinrfn-v 
ternally into categories of 1'Bfr-j 
«rals and conservatives, ,r obspv-^ ^ l 
Ing that such an internal division 
Tesults in total we4ko&8 tmd h a 
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Behind the John Birch Society 



SINCE both the friends and the enemies 
of the John Birch Society agree that it 
ought to be investigated, nothing should 
stand in the way of a hard look by Congress 
at this strange organization. 

But any congressional probe limited to 
the opinions of society founder Kobert 
Welch and other leading Birchists would be 
misdirected. Although it would make head- 
lines, it would not answer the more impor- 
tant questions about the right-wing group. 

These are the questions: 

— How does the John Birch Society ad- 
vocate reaching its professed goals of less 
government, greater individual responsibil- 
ity and a better world? 

-r-What are the techniques used by society 
members to carry ^ on the battle against 
those they* denounce as Communist agents 
and Communist dupes? 

r—How is the organization financed and 
dir«$te4? 

**$&fe^$ St, because of its determination 
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to defeat so-called socialistic legislation, be 
required to register as a lobbying organi- 
zation and file the reports required of such 
groups? 

Answers to these questions and others 
would enable the American public to come 
to an informed judgment about the Birch- 
ists. Congressional attack on Mr, Welch, 
no matter how justified, cannot serve that 

investigate the John Birch Society, W BWCB BOBITO 
But investigate it in the calm and ju(Sc3SOIffi&$IO& CONCERNING- 
ous manner which is /the exact oppdSEISBfi^Xi SECURITY 
of the fanaticism displayed by Mr. Welglgg 100^9548) 

And while the investigation is going on, 
it would be well worth Congress* time to 
take an equally careful look at the men 
and the organizations far to theiright of 
even the Birchists;, men such ad George 
Lincoln Rockwell arii his American Naz^ 
the still active Gerald L. K. Smitn T and $j| 
phony evangelists who seek personal gkfl% 
fication by, playing on sincerely patriotfe 
anti-communism. - *■ 
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j&hn Birch Society Hm^ 
Two Charlotte Chapters 



Another Report, Page B12 

CHARLOTTE (AP) - The con- 
troversial John Birch Society iias 
two chapters in/Charlotte with a 
total membership of about, 40. 

JkgpaClartf; Charlotte Volunteer 
e^inafoTof- the anti-Communist 
groups, said that "lots" of Char- 
lotte people ■ belong to the "home 
chapter" in Belmont, Mass. 

The head of the society, ex- 
North Carolinian and former can- 



dy manufacturer, Robert Welch, 
has his headquarters in Belmont. 

Clark, who declined to nameulo- 
cal chapter members, saidAne 
group is led by R. H. Mais, an 
employe of Dou^IaT^r#2ft Co. 
The other is headed by JJr&JVil- 
telfl^rfaake, wife of asoctet? 
ffiep5eF"ftho is a salesman for 
Skil Corp. 

The foundation for the Charlotte 
chapters was laid last June when 
Douglas Heinsohn III of Sevier- 



Founder Requests Probe 
Of John Birch Society, 



BELMONT, Mass. (AP) — Rob- 
ert Welch, founder of the con- 
troversial John Birch Society, dis- 
closed Saturday he has asked the 
Senate Internal Security subcom- 
mittee to investigate the organisa- 
tion. ' * ™ 

Welch's secretary made public 
a night letter which was wired 
Friday night to Sen. James 0. 
Eastland,, D-Miss., subcommittee 
chairman. 

In it Welch promised "none of 
f our members will plead the Fifth 
Amendment" and asserted the 
society's "only 'crime* is fighting 
qommunism,." 

The telegram vtas made public 
some 24 hours after Welch said 
he never had called President Ei- 
senhower a ''card-carrying Com- 
munist." 

JEfeejcfeoial came a*, criticism of 
WrtS&firt *^ety' moxln^d,4o!* 
fc^iffidtew Welch had toit- 
fe£ m2 ^:Ji#wer was a "dedi- 
cated, etttteftus agent of the 
Communist conspiracy." 



Welch, in a privately published 
book, also criticized Milton Ei- 
senhower, brother of the .former 
president, and called former Pres- 
idents Harry S. Truman- and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and- the 
late Secretary »of State John 
Foster Dulles as "tools of com- 
munism." 

Welch said in his wire to East- 
land: "Because of the charges 
now being so widely circulated 
about us, some of which are ex- 
treme distortions of fact, and 
many of which are sheer fabrica- 
tions, the John Birch Society 
'respectfully requests an official 
investigation by the Senate in- 
ternal Security subcommittee of 
which you are chairman. 

"In the course of such an in- 
vestigation we itope to be able to 
present tp'your committee, and 
through your committee to the 
American people, the simple 
truth about the John Birch So-I 
defy/* ' 



ville, Tenn., -presented the views 
and goals of the John Birch or- 
ganization at a meeting in 4he 
Charlotte Public Library^ • * 

Heinsohn/ a paid worker, is a 
major coordinator for the society, 
supervising organizations in ten 
southern states. 

His father, A. G. Heinsohn Jr.,; 
president of Cherokee Mills of Se- 3 
vierville, is a member of the 
Council of the John Birch Society. 

Clark said his primary responsi- 
bility was coordinating the activi- 
ties of the Charlotte chapters but 
that he made presentations to 
groups in both Carolines. 

The Charlotte chapters, he said, 
/have people from all walks of life 
including some of our biggest law- 
yers and financiers." ' l 

CHe* Growth ^ ^ ' 

He said the groups attending 
presentations in other towns have 
grown ftom five to 30-100 as later* 
est spread/ J ^ T 

Clark and Haake are dedicated 
to the anti-Communist cause -of 
the -John Birch Society and &? 
press genuine concern over the 
possibility of a Communist - con- 
trolled United States. 

Clark sees the Communists* 
avowed aim of world domination 
as being "right on schedule.*' * 

He cites, as does Welch,' Soviet 
control of eastern Europe afid the 
Red t government of Chink. He 
citefrNifcita Khrushchev's boast at 
the United Nations that "we will 
bmy yoa." And, be said, the Com- 



the ynited $&£&& "l2§L / 
It is "pMB&bW Clark said./ 
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Answer* Attacks 

Ai for tfefH5£»£»-<un the socie- 
ty, Clark said: "We are patriotic 
Americans. We are trying to save 
this country for the American peo- 
ple. If an -organization is patriotic, 
it can't be subversive. We are 
promoting less central government 
and more personal freedom." 

He said the society is not a se- 
cret organization. 

The chief activity of the Char- 
lotte chapters to date, Clark said, 
was a letter-writing campaign in 
support of the society's drive to 
impeach Earl Warren, chief jus- 
tice of the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Clark said the society believes 
the "Warren court" has usurped 
power specifically denied it by the 
Constitution and has become a 
law-making body. ' ' 

He accuses Justice Warren of 
"misbehavior" in office and of 
"violating his oath of office" and 
adds:* 

"A Socialist" 

"He is a socialist. All of his ac- 
tions back up the fact he wants to 
make the United States a socialist 
state,' 1 

Clark and Haake claim that of 
39 cases dealing with communism = 
during Justice Warren's time in; 
office, 36 have been decided in fa- j 
vor of Communists. 

Clark indicated* that the society 
will go into action in the future 
against lecturers they believe to 
be spouting the Communist line 
and representatives of Red front 
organizations. t 

Clark said the society will not 
call anybody a Communist or a 
Red-front representative unless 
there are specific citations by a 
Senate or House committee for 
Communist activity. 

Clark was asked if he. believed 
President Eisenhower to.be an 
agent of the Communist con- 
spiracy. 

McCarthy Faults 

"I don't know," Clark said, but 
"if Dwight Eisenhower wants to 
answer I'm sure the press,, radio 
and television will give him all of 
the spacer and time he needs.** 

Clarfe considers tfce late Sen. 3s>t 
s§ph McCarthy, TUWis., a "grea 
patriot," but he finds fault yrjf 
the senator's Communist-buntW 
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Birch Society Leatfer 
Called a Fake Patriot 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. 
Stephen M. Young, D-Ohio, Mon- 
day called the founder of the far- 
right John Birch Society a little 
Hitler, a Mussolini, a fake patriot, 
end a slick demagogue. 

But Young called for no investi- 
gation by Congress. 

Some cries have arisen in Con- 
gress for an investigation of 
founder Robert Welch, who once 
described former President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower as "a ded- 
icated, conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy.'* 

Young, however, told the Senate 
that Congress is too busy to take 
time for such an investigation. 

Even if there were time, Young 
continued, "any mercenary dem- 
agogue has the right lo express 
opinions, though discredited, un- 
founded and false." 

And, Young concluded, the John 
Birch Society, like similar organ- 
izations in the past, will die "un- 
wept, unhonored and unsung." 

But while Young attacked the 
society on the floor of the Senate, 
another congressman issued a 
statement in its defense! 

Calif., sltfrKe joineS HKe^ John 
Birch Society several months ago 
'* because I believe tha| in the 
main, the society is designed to 
oppose the Communist Jthreat in 
a positive, legal and correct 
way." 

"It is basically made up of in- 
dividual study groups in which 
the members read about and dis- 
cu$sf nQjnmunism in an effort to 
iiti2&3£8$ *£ully the menace it 



presents to America," he said. 

"As a result of these studies, 
members write friends and public 
officials and discuss their think- 
ing on political issues." 

Rousselot added, however, that 
certain quoted statements of 
Welch did not represent the think- 
ing of the whole society. * 

And the- congressman said he 
would welcome an investigation of 
the society— the sooner the better. 

Various critics and some friends 
of the society have urged inves- 
tigations by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, the 
Senate internal security subcom- 
mittee, or the Senate Government 
Operations Committee. 

But the chairmen of all three' 
have indicated they have no plans 
for any probe of the society. 

In his speech, Young said 
Welch, 61, a retired candy manu- 
facturer from Belmont, Mass., 
"is succeeding handsomely in sell- 
ing life memberships in his so- 
ciety for a thousand dollars each 
and raking in thousands of dollars 
every month in members' dues." 

The leaders of the society,, 
Young said, are "right-wing 
crackpots" who "would under- 
mine the very foundations of 
American democracy." 

"I assert the John Birch Society 
is a fascist group," Young said. 
"It is well-larded with right-wing 
crackpots. It is an ideological 
abomination, and the self-appoint- 
ed vigilantes who are its leaders 
deserve the disdain and scorn of 
every American whi^<a&*}&#3 
democratic heritage/*/ "* ' 
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AS OTHER EDITORS SEEiT 



From The Denver Post 



How Ridiculous Can They Get 



This newspaper has always taken the posi- 
tion that our people need to be as alert to the 
danger of Communist .subversion at home as 
to the danger of Communist expansion 
abroad. 

We have also pointed out, however, that 
there is an important distinction between 
alertness to real danger and an obsessive de- 
termination to conjure up dangers where no 
dangers exist. 

Those who sqq Communist dangers all about 
them — in our churches^ in our schools, in our 
textbooks and in old and reputable organiza- 
tions serving constructive public purposes — 
have gone beyond the state of reasonable 
alertness. 

While they are entitled to their own pri- 
vate hallucinations, they do serious public 
harm- when they bring wild and irresponsi- 
ble charges of communism against institu- 
tions and organizations that are working to 
promote the public good. 

Though these charges cannot be proved, 
they sometimes undermine public confidence 
where public confidence is deserved. 

They blur the distinction — which ought to 
be kept clear and unmistakable — between 
real Communist subversion and active Amer- 
ican citizenship. 

Ail this is said by way, of deploring the v 
attacks that have recently been made both in 
attacks that have recently been made both in 
t Boulder 'and in 'Denver against the Foreign 
Policy Association ~ World Affairs Center, 
wfefek Is sponsoring the. Qreat, Decisions pro- 



ENTERPRISE 
High Point. N.C. 

Holt McPhersoru 
Editor 



The Foreign Policy Association has been in 
operation 42 years, working to stimulate pub- 
lic interest in world affairs and to promote 
broad public participation in world affairs 
discussions. 

Its board of directors is dominated by in- 
vestment bankers, corporation executives, dis- 
tinguished educators and men and women of 
high public standing and irreproachable rep- 
utation. 

It has been commended by Dwight D. Ei- 
senhower, Richard M. Nixon, Lyndon B. John-. 
son. John F. Kennedy and scores of senators 
and public figures in both political parties. 

More than 350 American corporations con- 
tribute funds to the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion. Hundreds of church and community or- JOHSf BIRCH SOGIFW 
ganizations and 40 major newspapers, in. TOWAPMATrmT /***^™L.^ 
eluding this one, have cooperated in its Great iS=* X<W G03COTXHG- 
Decisions program in 1,000 U. S. communities. Wii&KHftL SECURITY 

Thousands of Denverites have taken part in (CE 100*9548) 
Great Decisions groups and know at first hand 
whether their discussions were serving the 
ends of a Communist conspiracy. 

The attacks on the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion are compounded of distortions and mis- 
representations. 

They spring from the disturbed minds of 
people who see Communists all about them in 
the same way that chronic alcoholics see pink 
elephants. 

The best remedy for anyone who feels In- 
dined to take these attacks seriously 4 would 
be' to join a- Great Decisions group and find 
ottf fop himself whether thiy semf the Krem- 
lin or the cause of nsffc^^jg&jH^ in a 
free*society. 



Poorest Reason 

It would be a waste of time 
-.,and money to. investigate the 
*John Birch Society^ - Still the 
^poorest possible reason for not 
, investigating it is Senator Gold- 
water's statement that there 
would be "a lot of embarrassed 
Ipeople" in Congress if an in- 
vestigation were conducted. 

Congress is not set up to pre- 
sent the embarrassment of Con- 
* pressmen. Yet members of that 
ffoanch of government have set 
i bad example for the rest of 
government in covering up Con- 
gressional spending on expense 
.accounts* etc. If they fail to 
investigate anything because 
^Congressmen might be embar- 
rassed, Congressmen ought to 
be ashamed of themselves. Cer- 
tainly they should stop probing 
the behavior of others, if their 
own faults are deliberately cov- 
ered up. 

- Belonging to Congress ought 
not *to be the same thing as 
pleading the Fifth Amendment 
and when Congressmen cover 
up for .. Congressmen that 
amounts to the* same thing. 



News & Observer 
Baleigh, N. C. 

Jonathan W. Daniels , 
Editor 
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Huey Lwg once rcphatked that 
fascism would come to this coun- 
try, but it would come vvrapped in 
the Stars and Stripes, dsigtiis&l as 
a" savior of democracy. * ' 

The late Mr. Long should .know. 
He himself was well acquainted 
with the potent impact of dfemo-, 
goguery. His remark, nonetheless, 
seems to be proving even more 
prophetic than he might have 
imagined. 

The manner by w which some 
Americans have chosen to fight 
communism indicates that they 
have a remarkable propensity for J 
cutting off the nose to spite the 
face. 

line Jq^a ^rch Spgiety. purports 
to.be battling commtfnishi*. *hen. 
in fact it is giviftg fiUffbre lo out- 
arid-out fascism. 

Under the patriotic guiss of 
. anti-communism, this r ultra^com 
servatiVe group has Assimilated a|j 
ttife tadtics of the Airiei;ieaxi &azi 
Party, the Ku Kip? Kim the.Mc- 
Carthyists, aiidhSs- eveh stfeflta % 
marcfr or two^ i%orii"tn& ctjtriitiuri- 
ists themselves. . ^ .. v , , , a 
-G.apit^lizitig. oti thfe weapon oj 
silence ifnjteed by, 61^fcssiyfe f eatf 
arjd 46tibi fee ''j^ofa^lw^ set 
up m impressive pp&^um edve^ 
ing 34 stat^ V/&|i" fttfS* I to, 1<KJ 
chapters in Bdtih~~0 f t$ inei|tior 
the District of Golijrfttjla. Y%^ 



A ^ecr^j group, the society, and 
all iikfe-it; 5s a more * datiiepus 

threat to democracy than cflfnrfwm- 
ist^frlie t members of the society 
ar.e instructed to infiltrate local 

> comniuniiy organizations in theft 
area— tlie FT A, Rotary and Ki- 
wanis Clubs, as well as church an£ 
similars-organizations** under ,the 
giijise of crusading against Com- 
munism. ^ s ^ 

The£ ~^e .taged, ,td ^denounce 
lo£al leaders as communists, f^lov? 
travelers ^oy.„ qomnyiplst^ syftxpa- 
thizerk ° %iuse \ *vh& J bp&k ou|' 

s against the scfciety and its opera- 

1 tions are .labeled red. .Clandestine 
meslings r ai^onymou? phcfo§ cfdls, 
character ^ssaisinatiqn and simi- 
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the name of patriotism and prefeer 
vajion o£ tjog, ^pric^n w§j?\ 

T§ie &jeMm&r <* theBir<%So* 
ctety, &iho^tt;a}&p}ti£ H$|?el% 
is ,'$$$£ ^ightenin|[ S#w§| a§ 
& symptom of a iarger^dWe&se ty 
is an outgrowth of a greater &h$ 
mor^e pervasive complex of iefr? 
derides* 
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EKtremtem suck &3*thd !&¥&£}, Sd^ 

ciety resillts whefo *&& 4$&^ £ri$ 

" insecurity **^iksyed to &6H&pti} 

co^r,«^,dftjse. t t T$& auaa «f texj$ 

sion, ili&trtt£t &nd hatr^S that 
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§|#W^$te ^ tf the 

Pl^^^il^l te«f (WeipJM now 
ft ilM-fcOtttl^ <tf fftf $#%. At- 
fe j^&^oit bivd b^itm f ea- 

{^.Wi^Af4ftiffflr ttf&$tttiat be 
'ifl^^W t&W*'*^8Wi this 

&$$ Oife&l <rf t{$ Airtfcf idSri fifc&g. 

w ^iW ( Mlffb ]3o;elety 
P;^lP '<#' mjw tt* many 

M«M #* WHiffe to ? lly 
tfl%selvss Id ^ cause, any cause 
ft pig as it is tttfeftft 



We understand that a member 
of the Birch .Society is td be found 
here at Carolina, this would indi- 
cate that the dangers of such 
groups are a little closer to home 
than the average student might 
imagine. 

* * * 

The tactics of the Birch Society 
and similar groups are varied and 
diverse. .A& however^ have one 
basic ingredient— the element of 
fgir. 

|>eople whd bq afrkid $m bfe 

riipgiiii^ed- $J6 fet? Staafijr Bj[c- 
0artHy4>rovfed thai jba$i$ tenet for 
derno^qguery i*eyon<i a doubt. < 

Robert Wfeldi, fgunder of the 
^Ci^^^li^lzpdi.ojji the ef- 
fects of #tfs fpfir^ijd Suiting co,n 7 
fusion. "Civic organizations, and 
churc^s h$yg bgen &$t?ate4 al- 
tmdybt mW>mM the sediety, 
who M$&a,$ the nieefiiigs >o£ these 
6rg^featidfl^ solely fer^ «££ *ptfr- 
posf of v ^randjng^mmi4t?f^ civi^ 
le&deirs? $m others! m c&Mftiunisti 

■■ T&is f^r#g# a d$ according 

fe tts mm i '$im'i m*tiir#d by 

*1 'v^isJf* I 



It js designed to make Americans 
afraid, Of &ich other, and reluctant 
to spe^k oift for fear that they 
might be branded. 

Sb pfe§sk$g has the problem of 
s^ch grotigsi frecottie that the attor- 
ney general of the state of Cali- 
fornia has orcjpred an investiga- 
tion of right-wing fanatic organ- 
izations. 

He .has outlined six tests which 
will allow persohs; to identify ex- 
treftiist groups at|4 fa steer clear 
of a&y affll&iiofi Wittf trieffi. 

rv 

1. Does tfce organization attack 
chprehes arid peh&ds With blanket 
accusations? 

£ Does U gtkck pjfcer traditional 
Americafii iristittltioris with wild, 
unsupported charges? 

3. Dtffcs it; l^bel everyone with 
Whom it gi$^rees politically as 
uhi-ZSonerican, or subversive? 
, 4jj^& trv ,$ LgffftSfe modern 
Jjisrtfcfcy py : Warning, &fteri$5in 
^$te$n§Q. *hx *^#te, aqinrhuriiajri, 
deprejsSigji pr$ pjtheaj ^d^d ills? 

& Bdj^jl reseat to djiide pr^s^ 

fifidfi^fegty Qt iettepwr|ti|ig? 
^ |; U$ $i$ $po^smeii Of th^ group 
app^ nqtoffe irit%^tfec| |ii the size 




#mm 



and 

If,. J^N^'^ $«$&&$ j*e 

^S^Jf S^telr^fi.^oW be^ 



•jtt^ISi 



,it. 




4 fii^tuttfeelSI<^ 
Jim djoirELTra,, ^itif ^ 



Susan Lewis. 







s* except Moiy'"" ^=2S— ,«^,l.!S«^». 

clas^ matter^ 

^ per Jtemester* *7 -per yeafcfe; > Kif** 

i^»«JBf '■'■*■■■" 



!i utilizes tkq tefvidea -of tlloiSBfe'SS^ 
^ Chapel Hill, n: C. 
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Sanf ord Doesn't 'Think Much 
Of The John Birch Society 



Obstrvir Raleigh Bureau 
RALEIGH — Gov. Terry San- 
ford turned thumbs down on 
the John Birch Society Mon- 
day. 

"I don't think much of it," 
Sanford said in answer to a 
conference. 

"I don't like secret societies 
with high sounding names and 
purposes," the governor said, 
adding that the way to settle 
issues is by "free and open dis- 
cussions." 

Sanford declined to knock 
the Birch Society's goals. 
But he made it clear he does 
not like Its methods. 



"I don' tknow enough about 
the internal workings (of the 
society) to comment on their 
aims," he said. But no mat- 
ter how good an organization's 
purposes are, he added, they 
don't accomplish much by 
meeting secretly. 

Sanford repeated his confi- 
dence that the General Assem- 
bly will approve his school en- 
richment program, and he en- 
dorsed a pending mimimum 
wage bill 

But he indicated that he is 
prepared to hedge his bet on 
the question of submitting the 
people a referendum on the 
question of ^continued pub- 
lic support rf Use tax measures 
to supped fefc-«3>B* fwaram 
beyond i&£ 

"fit my opinion the Gen- 
eral Assembly Is going to 



! adopt substantially the Board 

of Education's program, and j 

I'm confident too that the j 
( General Assembly is going 

, to find the means of financ- ! 

j tng the program," he said. * 

\ When he introduced his 
J school program, Sanford sug- 
i gested that the legislature get 
I the money to support it by 
| eliminating all exemptions to 
the three per cent sales tax- 
including food and drugs. 

Monday he said if the leg- 
islature does not call for the 
j program beyond 1963 "we'll 
» find another* means of carry- 



ing the education program^ 
the people." A 

Sanford did not elaborate V 
what kind of program he ha£ 
in mind. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth St. and Penn. Ave, 
Washington, D. C. 
Attn. Mr» J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir* 



SevefaT months ago a friend S ■£„ ttl y <■ t. 1 i* "' about this organisation. 
Birch Society which oKratfl ™ . T J ." J? ^^ a -""^a of the John 
Meeting the/shted u^ a mm ^t^tedlofff^ °°T™ ^ S °<*>"«. At the 
standing at a rosturm dell™^!, ! . t f ".*»o "ours, of Mr. Robert Yfelch 
Welch delivering this till! ^LJ**? "f* 1 "!* ""-""i". »• Sntire film 1. Mr. 
man's face f or Iwo hourf t* f* h "S elBe « shown on the film. I leoked at this 

attached ^^ LT^cVifn^thlt g °° 4 * *£ ^^ •""*"* 
film, who was suppose to be Mr Mch T „ « J t M that " aB sh °™ on the 

rather than front! Of course I '1 L °* 10e v £" S " e than * i>"«l« Pieture 
hie whole face X l^TJ,Z^ lllZi'Z^/ZT " * *"*™ <* 

very gldTcuSng? ole^I^f iS if u^ "JS" 1 "* 1 " U tht * *• *** " * 

his ikes; ti &^^Ztt2&zr to ° btata 

purposes one leade/can direct ^0^ 'Jj 20 better ZL'£" ^ ?" *" 

communism, to convince you that thev are ?i»h£2»? !f • Welch giving a speech against 
gives a talk on how. the^ohn Mrct Society works* 0ammxB »* Then the ^ regional director 

room wir^i^i^^'^^^^J. J-SJ ** -■*.** ^ thiS readi ^ 
for women. Each month Mr. Welch publlshesa ^ullSSS i • T^ £° r men ' «* $1 ' 00 
worth about #.10). In this bulletin he Z iV„f -^ y ° U bUy for ^- 00 («■ 

about our government iXS^oSrKS^^SlJJ? 1 ° l0Wl * W0 ' ded lies 
purpose here is obvious, to loose f«*+h In f,«,™ fa °mg our government* The 

of each member, telling him who to write w^*™™*.* ^ dirSCt the ^^ 
do not agree to do this thev wil! Zttl' ° ^ "* When to sa y **• » you 

This is so they can direct hLf a milliS EiS'tr:^ ^1*° «^«»«**» ^en. 
whoever Mr. Welch decides is the tS£fc Th 75 * "^ P ollt "ian or editor 

^'-Ssai*^ w££fc £S win S JoTtTL! 001 te Jww- 

wyaeowie is toknaaig tow&rd-'cbmmunismY and sive vou si,,?! 2 
ask the sneaker u/Mr*Vi wi-mi « -U . . ^ v « you some clev.eoS 

*« +u & ^f a ^ wnioJi will embarrass him. No one receives *m,r «t^S 

rL^d^h SSt.? 1 '^ ~ i f "' ^letan^u^f || 



BRANCH OFFICES AND WARPHnnccc 4^%, „ 'pel - CHARLOTTE 1\A 

^* AND WAREHOUSES «g| CHICAGO, NEWARK rHODSTO N; AITOtA 




to acoo^Lt^ ° f *' ™*~ "- *«* *» ohJeoUvo, „ hioh he u ^ "<= 

they TO „ld teJl S, d ?" art '»«* that would study Tia 1 d „? "T™* 8 '- S » said 
oarrvi„. US * He "* ent "» to soy that «■• .1,.^! ^ hen they decided he was 

"-^rir-lsSl 2 : — » s °^ — ~- * 

•». . etory ahout h£f° "^ a ° 9rtai * P— *> you thin* the editor „o„ld 
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April IS, 1961 




Greenwoodj SouthParoJijiia i • ! 



Dear 



\ I have received your letter of April 1, 108 Ji; , 
with enclosures; \ •:,'■.'[■■; -*,• ;"., *'■.>,"..' . ■* •;: ;.".;•"' ,' : '\ ; 

' ; ; As strictly aii investigative: agency'; of the V 

Federal Government, the "TBI does not furnish evaluations: or 




* will not infer either , that we do or do.not have information in; 
! our mes concerning the subject of your letter. ; 

.• ; , ■ -.-=; i\ Your thoughtfuMesS hi writing meTis indeed * • ; <• 
' .•' appreciated* In the event you have any information which you , 
<■"'■ feel will be of interest' to the FBX r please 4o not hesitate to call 
; . upon Mr. Donald E. Honey, fecial Agent in Charge of our 

Charlotte Office, 1700 Johnston Building, Charlotte 2, Nortlj Carolina, 
; or me. • ."' ;. ':. .<./. ..'.. ' •' ■ . ■ .. '•"J 4 ..- '. ,' ; -' -.'■', ' -.'■. i - "' 



.yours,,.- :-r,:-, : ;."; : ";;. 
" : ir. Edg&r Hoover •.• \:-Yf '.,"■ 



t\ - Charlotte - Enclosure 
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Monroe 
Editors, The News: 

Your one, thousand eight 
hundred word editorial of last 
Saturday, fatuously called "a 
book review'* was anything but. 
Mr. Ed Yoder, the alleged au- 
thor of this editorial did a re- 
markable job of attempted 
character assassination. I do 
hope ,hi's talents are properly 
appreciated by the directors in 
the ivory tower. 

Your Mr. Yoder's tactics, are 
the same, only somewhat more 
clever and insidious, , than 
those which, he accuses, Mr. 
Welch of using. Here are the 
"guardians 'of the' fourth 
estate'*, knowing full well that 
a disturbing percentage of the 
people accept as fact what they 
read in the paper, open up on 
the conservative, patriotic 
American with the sawed- off 
scattergun of the slanted view, 
distorted half-truths and intimi- 
dation by insinuation. 
- My congratulations to your 
Mr. Yoder. He did a magnifi- 
cent job; of slaughtering the 
truth, a much better job than 
your Mr.- Scheer did the other 
■ day. , * ' 

, Frankly, Mr. .Editor* I have- 
never seen suclf unique talent, - 
all located in one building on 
South Tryon. 

Now 'if- you were treally in- 1 
terested in warning southerners 
of the menace of the J o h n 
Birch Society, you would as 
guardians of the fourth estate, 
be interested in seeing the peo- 
ple make up their own minds 
as to whether the Society did 
or did not make sense. ■ You 
must admit that your "Mr. Yo- 
der' definitely presented his 
own biased; views of the John 
Birch' Society *; after ^scanning- 
the Society's Blue- Book. Ob- 
viously everyone should have 
an equal opportunity to do the 
same. 

k Therefore I would like to of- 
fer you a challenge, which I'm 
sure you'll accept in the proper 
spirit*. : ; 

ff— — 3 

.Since the grea't. majority of 
■your readers haven't had the 



opportunity *to review the 'So- 
ciety's Blue Book, I challenge 
you to further the cause of 
truth by doing two of the 'fol- 
lowing three things: 

(1> Buy a large number of 
the Blue Books and distribute 
them 'free, to libraries in th# 
area in which your paper is 
distributed. 

(2) Advertise prominently in 
your paper for one week; at' 
no cost to the Society, where- 
one may -purchase the" Blue 
Book and cost of it. 

(3) Negotiate with the' Socie- 
ty for rights to publicly sell, 
at a profit, the Blue Book hi 
your area AND actively pro- 
mote same if. your negotiations 
are successful. 

This would be a laudable, ef- 
fort on your part and I'm cer- 
tain would be approved by the 
great majority of your sub^ 
scribers as well as that "minor- 
ity of right wing," conservative 
Americans, who believe pas- 
sionately in the" basic princi- 
ples of the Society though per- 
haps not personally acquainted 
with the John Birch Society. 

After "completing these stipu- 
" lations.and after a six month 
trial period, I further suggest 
that you query a large numbeiv 
of those who have" digested , 
the contents of the Blue Book; J 
If, after doing this, at least 80 
per cent of those queried are, 
not enthusiastic endorsers of 
the Society's basic motives, < 
principles and goals, then- -I,' 
will, in full view of your-efli* I 
torial staff, k eat your ;Mr. Yo- j 
der's- one thousand eight hun- | 
dred word "book review" with- ! 
out benefit of condiments. Theii 
if, in your opinion, this- be not * 
enough penance for a right- 
winger,, I shall buy. a copy -of 
Karl Marx's Communist Mani- 
festo and deliver- to, you my 
very own one thouland eight 
hundred word >ook review on 
the man ;ahd h is mo tive's,, 

— MAROTTHO^TLEY 



CHARLOTTE NMS 
Charlotte, N. C. 
U-13-61 



JOHBT BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORHUtTIQU CONCERNING* 
XHFEEmAI* SECURITY 
(CE 100^9548) 



M6-iffi-^ 



IZED..£l«fiLED.i..i£. 



SEARCHE 
SERlALIZED.'y'jLflLED./"^".. 

APR 16 1961 

FBI— CHARLOTTE \, 
-^ 



/ t/S 



4, 







fe 



# 



1 



)(' 



It II B? A Long, Long Investigation 



Robert Welch, high muckety-muck of 
the John Birch Society, came out into the 
open this week in Los Angeles. Before a 
capacity crowd of 6,000 in an auditorium 
there, he made his first real public pro- 
nouncement about the nature of the Com- 
munist menace as he sees it; and it was 
not a>Gomforting one. 

According to Mr. Welch, "only" about 
7,000 of the 200,000 Protestant ministers 
in the U. S. are "Communists, or sympa- 
thizers with Communist purposes." The 
other 97 per cent suffer only from the 
"gullibility and apathy with which Amer- 
icans as a whole are afflicted." 

Mr. Welch went on, having thus dis- 
' posed of the Protestant clergy, to ex- 
plain that the real Communist threat is 
not from without but from within. 
%#irk w according to one bulletin, "said 



the strength of the Communist conspiracy 
lies in the higher 'social, economic, polit- 
ical and educational circles of our coun- 
try ... I can find you a lot more Harvard 
accents in Communist circles in America 
than you can find me overalls/ " 

After Mr. Welch's speech, we cannot 
understand why he wants the UnAmeri- 
can Activities Committee to waste its 
time with his John Birch Society. Clearly, 
if it is to believe Mr. Welch, it should get 
down to the task of investigating those 
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7,000 clergymen, the higher "social, eco- jr/row Trmtm r* A 

nomic, political and educational circles, "SJ^ *^w SQCIE&Y - 

and all the people with "Harvard accents^**^SIwSlQMf CONGER$rmt< 

—whatever they are. By the end, we caI^DCBSB!ffi£ SBC«RTW 

culate it'll be roughly th<? : 22nd century(0E 200~9548) 

and our great-gr£at-£Eeat-great-g r e'at v r ^*r / 



grandchildren can arrive at -a pjg** of anti- 
Communist action. «*-**»•** 
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TO 



SAC (100-9548) 



DATE: 4/18/61 



from : 



SA 



subject: john BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



On 4/14/61, [ 
office and advised tha 




elephonically contacted this 
%en contacted by a group of 
She stated that she had 



lad recently 
people regarding the John Birch Society, 
noted a great deal of newspaper comment recently regarding this 
Society and wanted to know if the FBI had investigated this Society 
and was in approval with its aims and purposes. She further stated 
that these individuals stated that the John Birch Society was an 
ant i -Communist organization and* had a list of Communists, which list 
had been confirmed by the FBI. 



was advised that the records of the FBI are 

confidential and that any information regarding Communists or 
Communist activities should be furnished to the FBI for investigation 
inasmuch, as the FBI has the responsibility of investigation of 
security matters in the United, States. 



KSMrmhs ft 
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Anierican- i,nsftttrt^bf^^ni;oii!n!6rt j/ment. of :;tbe public's awarenessr the Republxcan.party: or.any m ,. 



''headlines, an extraordinaryLF^Have you ever heard orrraCf^ftaM " 1 ™ 6 * • ;>,-,*.. 
Inuipter oV Americans .hav* h| igtf ItHetSTohn Birch. Sociei^Jj h«^^Lf^l^*l^^' 



a cartf carrying Communists A ^ 
Gver-allv thei'uiifayorabie' re- { 



^come^wareirof; its existence" 



.^Est.MIIlfcH 



L^^S^'^i!f|r e ^ have heard 5 '^S^f^^^^^ 
>eached»qme "conclusion '-abbM 



Jbymqsfrof >tHqse interviewed in; 



rnat&ide. survey ^ho^aH^^ave, net - *\-«4^tffa&g£§* of commerits re- ; 



; the org 



tioa isjan raifayofj 



; able onV— ^ranging;; front |b$ 
^ew^that^fiie Joha^irch- "^ 
^cie^/Js v ^a?gerqus'? .yan^ 
; should^be curbed itfthe feeling 
' that thevmembers, - are "publi? 
'"city seekers*^ whose actions are 
'^^best-ignored^V '^-n^fyf 

I Based upon survey \resuftsY£ ,v;, 
» an estimated 39 million adults 



All , tnose:who, said;tne: 




ortheifcaeing Communist-in- 

' """"' "" ~'~ be 

fi^waicnea^ • . . "irs, a fascist 

r-John Birch Society, ,. /^J| organisation and it's terrible** 

'>?. A number of persons, for Jiil^'Td: like to know where 

example* say they think ^tbl? v ^ 



sa y 

^organization — whose avojyecfc 



?*— or nearly^ four in ten, out oi -i-aini is to. f igfit^Conimunism ^is- 
I' the total civilian adult f opu-f ^!top radical:" \ > J ^ ' 
lation — have thus far heardn> ; ; ^ few r persbns, ; ironically,tsay; 
of the ultra-conservative soV^ 

ciety which first 'wal^nRhV^may- b&acfoially; Cbmmiuiis^jl 
news, in early March of 'thls0pired or "dominated by Pohi^ 
year.-. ' • '1 \' ;!fmtmists."/ ';-.\ , t Mm 

Many of these persons, ' SP^ Vronif another, p p In to* / 



|they get: ideas^about Ike'' 
tfi; don't tWhlc/much: of iti 
^' they^fc; stirring .up a lot, of 

Kstihk^:|,;>. "aVridtcuIouV as jV 
S Oeor^e , BocWeU anC .his' 

, '^iUy.'* : ^^^ : ^/^ ^v-^i""'. 



cdurse^have as yet on^y V ^^wh^t neople ? 4o^ 
sketchy, information about the; Mr'aBoutfte.Sdcietylrf^ 



j organization. But- among those 
\wJio have reached some conclu- 
i sion. abobt the, John Birch 
j'g tQUg. unfa vorable reactions 
f faf'ouS'etglt favorable views. 



war 
teresting 



'x*. ., -.,:..;.. ^j^A'^&jtip* 1 ? a ca . se ? £ '- en ' 

Thus,' despiteahe. John Sfrcllfetofsiii^li^r- group which is. anti- 1 

-Socie^'s ■ ;,u 1 1 fa-cdnservatrvsikjeomiriufiis^ ' "" : ' . «■"." ' . ■!'> :< • 
goals, very few' associate 1he ! .•.:.'-.:' -'_ '"-. ' I 
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I ffl r ^re : s/)me" : typical ' f kvoiv 
.able 5 reactions: - ****~~— . j 

»_jfi^W% against £om.;j 




nism and its aims are hoii 
; e 5v >' • -r "any movement 
1 against communism is* of 

thhV.;0^f > -~\« t <,'"■[" ;>' ,.. < ;; 

terviews witfiT 1,558 :. adults in 
156: sampling;' areas; across "the* 
co^tr^v x4^, ; t , v>Vr : ^ 

^%design^X & ^ple : wa^ 



jfow^ft^JfHSt areas; - #^ 

Individuai respondents with-; 
Lather areas \wer1e selected fey' 
^ interviewers wWweje required^ 
i }?Jo}foWf' prescribed ' pro»! 



f 



•Birch Head 




Preacfe 
ad News 9 



'■ .- i-.'jvg '.1 
. -\ '-. <&, ctocu 
Dtsitire a group\of 11 men in 
Indianapolis and said: 

"Througnout alt history, the 
bearer of bad news has been 
a most unpopular person . . . 
I am now spending my whole 
life spreading bad news, ev- 
ery day, everywhere I can." 

* Ttie next day Welch led 
the others in founding the 
$%bn Birch Society — a group 



Since 1958, Welch says he 
has found many people to 
help him "spread bad news." 
•, • • 

In a copyright interview with 
Houston (Tex.) Chronicle re- 
porter Saul Friedman, Welch 
said recently "We have only 
two things we won't tell you 
. . .how many members we 
have ... and who they are. 



lion In the candy manufaua* 4 
turing business was granting 
his first interview with the 
press since *be Birch Society 
entered the public arena of 
controversy last Dec^hiber. 

He seemed k to bac\; «tft& 
slightly from the vigorous ts$&> 
Communist assault he fuels m 
American Opinion, a Birch &£ 



•\ 
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I ciety magazine he edits, and 

* publishes and books he has 

* written including "The Life of 
j John Birth" and "The Blue 

Book of the John Birch So- 
ciety." 

• • • 
"The\Sfc! P Book" - often 
, called Mm Bible of the Birch 
Society-- said, "Unless we 
can revfen* lorces which now 
seem inexorable in their move- 
ment, you have only a few 
more years before the coun- 



try in which you live will be- 
come four separate provinces 
In a worldwide communist do- 
minion ruled by police - state 
methods from, the Kremlin." 

Then he charged, "Scores 
of known Communist-sympa- 
thizers have been restored by 
their former jobs within our 
.federal government. 

"Communist sympathies and 
even actual Communist sub- 



version* are* daily made more I 
respectable by the actions of 
our government, our great uni- 
versities, much of our press 
and by the complacency cf our 
people:" jj* 

In the recent inU^Srlf, fee 
said, "I'm quite ceffed'that 
more than S3 per cefcr$J all 
of our federal employe&f $re 
loyal Americans . . . But m * 
can't go around all the time 
saying "this man's not a Com- 
munist. ..." ,1 



• 
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AGAINST LIBERALISM 



Birch Society Aims Cited 



RUTHERFORDTON - "T h e | 
liberal viewpoint has had a free 
run of this country for more 
than 50 years," the former lea- 
der of Rutherford Cojinty's John 
Birch Society Chapter says, 
i 4 The only reason \l devote so 
much time and energy to the 
J society is that I think the con- 
j servative viewpoint needs a for- 
I urn/' says Nat Hamrick, who 
was the first chapter leader for 
the group here. 

**No, we don't expect the 
country to undergo a complete 
revolution due to our efforts. 
But wc feel that we can neu- 
tralize the free-wheeling liberal 
propaganda that strongly in- 
fluences our lawmakers and 
other governing officals," 

Hamrick is a hpsky, energetic j 
lawyer in the county. He has i 
the robust enthusiasm of a Wil- : 
■ -J* Jennings Bryan. He talks | 
c- <^etv with much eager-' 
ness. •; *> m. s it with selec- , 
! tive viewp s I 



"I don't support everything the 
society does or says. As a mat- 
ter of fact, I often disagree with 
Robert Welch/* he says. 

Welch is the founder of the 
John Birch Society. He has en- 
countered much recent criticism 
nationally with his attacks on 
former President Dwight D. Eis- 



freedom and privacy." 
• • • 

Members of the chapter who 
have mentioned their connection 
with the society in letters to The 
Observer include: 

A. G. Heihnson Jr., owner of 
Spindale Mills in' Spindale. Heihn- 
son's brother, Douglas Heihnson 



enhower and Supreme C o u r t Jr., was recently in Charlotte and 
Chief Justice Earl Warren. Welch 'other cities in North Carolina to 
has called both Communists orj^P organize society chapters. 
Communist sympathizers 



Hamrick says 
tions are "silly." 



these accusa- 1 



"Our major functions," Ham- 
rick says, "are to combat the 
liberal viewpoint with facts 
about the other side of the 
coin by writing our congress- 
men, helping authors of con- 
servative-oriented books get 
them published and distributed 
and do research on subjects 
where public information is 
scarce." 

He says the society is active 
in ail of these areas: letter writ- 
ing, book publishing and re- 
search. Monthly publications 
from the society tell each mem- 
ber what books to read, where to 
write letters and what to say in 
the letters. 

"One of the big assets of the 
society is that it selects its mem- 
bers. All of our members here 
are people we think are intelli- 
gent, interested in government 
and leaders in the community," 
he said. 

• • * 

Hamrick would not name any 
of the 33 members of this county 
chapter. Neither would George 
Schaffert, the present chapter 
leader. 

Schatfert, chief engineer at 
Stonecutter Mills in Spindale, 
says, "Jf I gave you their names, 



He is the Birch Society or- 
ganizer for southern states. 
Their father, A. G. Heihnson, 
owns Sevierville Mills in Sevier- 
ville, Tenn., and is a member 
of the national Birch Society 

i council. 

1 

' — Charles H. Reynolds, offi- 

i cial at Spindale Mills. He is __ a 
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former state senator who is n$0HKf BIRCH SOCIETY 

Education 1 " 16 f*** ° ! Hig ^OI»&TION COTORSflHG «• 
* • j* * IKEBBmi* SSCUREC? 

Few women's names have been 
mentioned as belonging to the 
local chapter. "There are a few 
women," chapter leader Schaffert 
says. "But they have trouble be- 
ing good members." 

He quickly adds, "That's a gen- 
eralization, of course, but our ex- 
perience is that most women 
don't enjoy writing the letters to 
congressmen and newspapers.i 
and they find the necessary read- 
ing hard. 

''However, they, like we men j 
in tne society, recognize the < 
dangers of communism and 
realize they are certainly real." 




JlMDEXEl 



What kind of "necessary" react, 
ing and writing is required?* ;CHEDimmw«5»- 

Schaffert says, "Well, rea%a^r^^jFlL£D, 
there is not that much dicipjii®. Y 

Good members recognize the f\pf^ % % 19^ 
necessity of doing these tthingfoj^ _'ffi4AfM (y\ 



it would be infringing on their \ There is no 

privacy, and flints «nc of the \ <dr8f?ter *hm cejs v.eM 



Ko one is forced to do aay'c c j£M 
more dicspllaa i~' 




aims of tfor-acdiv*' **' ' ftave ^ 
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c . . . Leave lis Alone ♦ • .' 

RUTHERFORDTOft — Ail- Observer report^* wrr 
asked to Jeave Rutherford County tot vosh v. hue he 
was interviewing members of the local chapter of the 
John Birch Society and residents of the county who op- 
pose the society. 

While reporter John Ginn was walking in front of 
the Rutherford County Courthouse, an unidentified man 
driving a blue sedan shouted, "Why don't you leave us 
alone? Get out of here and quit bothering the Birch- 
ers." 

The car drove away. The reporter did not see the 
man again. 

The reporter -spent two days trying to find the facts 
in the struggle in the county between society mem- 
bers and some anti-society residents. 
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SSSISTY INVADES Rl/THERF#SD 




-Lay 

Or "Else,' Mr, X 
§siy§ He Was WariQ 



By JOHN GINN 

Observer stiff Wrltir 

RUTHERFORDTON — "The 
John Birch Society is • rapidly 
taking over the government of 
this ^county/' a prominent Ruth- 
erford County resident charges. 

His accusation is among Sev- 



ille next week I got calls 
almost every night from peo- 
ple who would not identify 
themselves. They called about 
2 or 3 o'clock in the morning 
to say something like 'lay off 
the Birchers or else.' " 
Others in the county who bear 



era! which have gurgled to the accusa tj ns against the society 
surface m'a year-old, tight-lipped offer them with more hesitancy 
struggle in Rutherford County. than Mr# x but without anonym- 
Members of the society's chap- nity 
ter label such charges as "ridic* ^vato Commissioner Joe Bifr 
ulous." They contend the society « erstaf f f diffside said, "The 
exists merely as a means of air- 1 iet has come be£ore the 
mg and advancing the conserva- comm i ssioner s and asked all of 
tive point of view. us to joia tte local chapter. 

* „ ,, m . , Then, when ail of us didn't ac- 

And so H goes. The two ^ ^ ^^ went to work 

gnashing factions exchange ac- on ug individually. Several rep- 



cusations and denials, but lit- 
tle evidence. Efforts to separ- 
ate- the facts from the biased 
theories of what is happening 
in this hilly, textile county met 
a tough shield of "no com- 
ment/ 1 

That shield was punctured only 
occasionally during about a week 



resentatives of the society have 
called on me at home and given 
me a pressured sales talk. 

"I'm sure at least two com- 
missioners have joined the so- 
ciety** 1 he added* 

Banker Hesitant 



, ♦ . ■ « - «, William Stallings, vice presi- 

of inquiry. Some say they are dent of ae Spinda le branch of 
afraid to talk; others contend the Union ^^ Co? was re . 
there is nothing to talk about. ^ Drtedly , dismissed from the 
i •-_ a i j county library board so a mem- 

Anonymity Asked , ier f the society could replace 

And even the prontent hearer U ^ m asked u m ^ as true, 
of the 'government mfiltrafaon ft rmmd -faced banker produced 
accusatoi speaks mly with a ^hesitant smile ancf W ex- 
guarantee of anonymity. Sanation 

-My name must not be used P Aanau0D < 
publicly, 



A. Jervis Arledge, county^tt-i 
torney, watched Stallings t$b { 
a knowing smile. The lanky law- 
yer said, "I've promised Bill 
(Stallings) that I wouldn't say 
anything about this for his sake." 

^Mr. X offered another expla- 
nation. He said the library 
board's rule says that if a mem- 
ber misses four consecutive 
meetings, he is removed. 

Then* the local library board 1 
in the city which the displaced 
board member represented 
nominates a successor, he said. 
(In Stallings* case, this would 
be the Splndale Library Board.) 

That nomination then must be 
approved by the county board 
he said, and the county com- 
missioners make the appoint- 
ment * 

Procedure Conf iritied 

Max Reger, president {6$ the 
county library board when £%& 
lings was removed, confJ;:££ J J 
this procedure. 

He said, "Stallings mi&p $?e 
meetings— one more tfeCi &a 
rule allows— and somebody — I 



^ he says. "If I openly 

charged the society with half of 
the things I know fir? £. m 
family a$& I youl&^.j &!#■ ®t 
dangsr. I eneo k r 4 txna\A tills 
zlzU t9 a gxspK,/#c$ple thtX I 
„$eughi v?^re i^ M$Mb. 



"I can't afford to get my* 
sell in' trouble* All I can fcay 
Is that the S^aird fcns a mle 
that srfiea &-&*£&& misses 
tJayeo inwtfO $2 & *&* °^ 

rm aft >&#* **& #& -^ 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 

^,J°^ eTt Ff 1 ^ a ^ the John Birch Society he 
founded and leads have figured repeatedly in the 
~ news of recent months. 

As it published these news 
accounts, The Observer began to 
receive a number of letters from 
Birch Society admirers. Many 
were critical of The Observer and 
the press in general , contending 
an incomplete picture of the so- 
ciety has been presented. 

Many of tfpese letters bore 
Rutherford .County postmarks. 
There w$re other indications thap 
a Birch society was extremely ac~ 
Ginn <we in that County, 

The Observer assigned John Ginn to spend sev- 
eral days investigating wfiat the society seeks to do 
and how %t operates in Rutherford. 
Here is his report on this page. 




think it was me— made a mo- 
tion that he be removed. The 
motion passed. I don't remem- 
ber the vote." 

Reger said the* action was 
taken at the board's Novem- 
ber, 1960, meeting. However, 
the minutes for the November 
meeting Indicated only that 
I Reger said Stallings should be 
. warned about being absent 
from meetings. 

Why did Stallings miss the 
meetings? 

! When asked that question, Stal- 

j lings said, "Well, ah, there aren't 

'any hard feelings .about these 

tb&5* t^S3?^X lust had too 



many irons in the fire. Yes, that's 
It. I had too much to do and 
couldn't always attend the library 
meetings." 

That's the explanation given 
also by Mrs. E. E. Barr, county 
librarian, and several .people 
who said they are members of 
the Birch Society or praised 
members of the society and their 
work. Mrs. Barr said, "The 
society has some fine men. in at," 
She did not say if she belonged. 

But Mr. X said he had been 
told, "by someone who ought 
to know/' that Stallings was* 
warned ?*he had better not at* 
tend those meetings &ad %,b& 



did there Waja l£*^*$* 

Regfcf caM this l#o$ 
"foolish." He said>"We imve' tijot 
rule because we often havfc 
trouble getting' a quorum. Stall- 
ings' failure to attend made it 
hard to get a quorum, so he 
was removed." ; 

Two Undisputed Facts 

Through the charges and de- 
nials came two undisputed facts: 
Stallings was removed from the 
library board, and he was re- 
placed by *L. Glenn Dick, an 
active * member 6f* the Birch 
Society. 

Dick said, "I'm proud to, be a 
member of the society. But there 
is no connection beteen me 
being on the library board and 
belonging to the Birch Society. 
Being on the library board is of 
little importance; x*s far as I'm 
concerned. 

"As a matter of fact, I've 
told very, very few people tyat 
I've been put on the library 
board* These people who "are 
against the society hav** right 
to their opinion, but they had j 
better justify their accusations j 
before they say anything," 

In a letter to The Observer, 
ick said, "It appears to me 
that you need more evidence 
than you have presented before 
you try to destroy an organiza- 
tion. 

"I would aslr, Ifc there a %%83 f 
clean way fa ggj# r^^tlns? 
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Continued from ISA 

What would you advise us to do» 
hide our heads in the sand and 
hops the Communists won't be 
too hard on us when they take 
©ver the country? 

"Communism is our deadly 
enemy, and if the American peo- 
ple do not awaken to this dan- 
ger, it is going to be too late. 

"If you want to he of service 
fe> your readers and our country, 
give your support to the John 
Birch Society." 

Other Birchers? 

Mr. X says Dick is not the 
only member of the Birch Soci- 
ety on the 10-member library 
board. 

"I understand at least five 
other board members are Birch- 
crs," he says. "The society has 
a majority now and is already 
pu*iing some of its books in 
thl' libraries throughout the 
ceK: v ' 

'Css&y librarian Mrs. Barr 
cf \ "Yes, we have some books 
relished and supported by the 
Birch Society. We need to have 
all types of opinions represented 



in the library.*' 

She pointed mt\ fcawever, 
that no books that apposed the 
ideas of the Birch i»©viety have 
been removed from fine 
shelves, 

Mr. X says there are four 
members of the library board 
who he definitely knows are not 
members of the society: Mrs. 
Worth Morgan of Forest City, 
Mrs. John King of Caroleen, Bill 
Jenkins and Mrs. Grace Wall, 
both of Cliffside. 

The other members of the 
board are John Ryland of Un- 
ion Mills, Mrs. Harry Hendrick 
of Rutherfordton, Max Padgett 
of Spindale, Reger of Rutherford- 
ton, Thomas Roberts of Forest 
City and Dick of Spindale. Dick 
was the only one of these con- 
tacted who would say whether 
! he belongs to the society. 

He says he knows three 
county commissioners are qpf 
members of the society: B$g- 
gerstaff, J. B. Davi& of Lc&e 
Lure and Board Chairman gpea- 
cer D. Gamble of Sunshine, 



The other cbtw£t-±.txa <':-U 
Jim Byers of tfexccS City C3& 
Charles Simpson <jf Kuteftsrd- 
ton. Byers, said ho i33yj»galfas& 
with the society. .SimpOT mM 
not hs reached for Comcast 

Another respected BsSmbssr 0f 
the society's local chatta* to 
Charles H. -Reynolds, tonne? 
state senator from Spindale wh& 
is now on the States Board of 
Higher Education, 

There are other pronator 
people active on lfflt\ sides ©f" 
this controversy. The" feelings 
between the members of ike 
Society and thons who opposo' 
It are intense. 

But the detailed facts of just, 
what the Birch , Society has c-ri 
has not done in Rutherford County : 
are blurred' by -conflicting, uH3pe*i 
dfic comments from both sides. 4 

Society members cay the 
group's activities, wo M cr^-^f 
your busmes^c" but toy co v* * 
secret," Jterrr&Q £so £CV + 
tho toclefy will not <Hdz T 2 # v - 
accusations * teauso s Vo cio 
afraid of uhafc xM fcGjj£c2/ 9 . 



vrA" 



mmmimw^ 




;Ku$erlord; Coonjfelabrary Boayd- 
deiifed Reports -Monday ' that any; 
pressure ha^eM^ex|rfpj;o#,if 
'&'fee^tobyaf^Sj bpariiljnem- 
Jjer whc( f was repTace^^a;teeht- 
h'er fbil-the, -John iBttch -$ocfety> 
^•Bfe ;bfei^|^r^sgSal' 
: meetu?£;lfe 

atfopteJ a, 'y^tt^^v^wSr^ 
fended^iis^ili^bY^lof:' T^ani 
^tailings; if o^;H%^gb f arJ ; &ri4 
prmsed- T 61ew4'i^£? Biriit 33q?: 
cietj? > member^ whfr; replaced' 






ii^Sbi.^Birc^ Society °>. hatf j 
r1g||ii;thfe t removal of Stallings^; 
ihli'cTiarieSvjyjer^rjBpeate'd io.:J 

. S^SJf3!ffhe> 10 -members pf 
Jhb lioartf arid}Mrf i.;R v E. Barr, ; 



V'coi 



4K^ffie.eBiiil where the resolutij 
•^as^atfdfrted^ It * said: - % ,_ . 
^v' 'M& Stagings was appointed 
/rSsteeVMa|40»1959, byfthe Ruti* 
lerfbj$$3^ 

(^fle^ng^pprbved fcy thegfutli- 
erfbrdSCbuhfy - Library; Bbarfl; of 
^Mfee^,;2i'' -VW- : v v-rfj£ ^ ' ■' 

^fc^StaMgs -witfcgreafc ^reluc- 
tance; because^ J'e^elt^^^ .was 
Sfteady overburdenefby theciv- 
ie te^risibiUtieSioutside/hiV ftdl- 
iinie-- professions (vice; president; 



* e$th^atfeco| re^tb^caiiisy it be- ,; 
/camiUnc'reasihgly f aiificnit for, * 
: hint >ia;:'atteno|. ; regiflafc fieeti 
tittgsririririfler^o^ayolfe^rther^ 

Siallings/and the- board- of "trus- 
tees, ;;ttte;;'boaijfc acting upon 
;tte^«^tio%.pa88e<t>fn itiH 
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position P ecr6i.l96g '^r^, ^ ;" 

' <The abqve ^ resolution .state's 
that if a memberKmisses; four, 
consecutive Meetings, Ms appoint- 
ment as trustee fs*forfeited; Mr/ 
Stallirigs was absent five'consec* 



r utiye3eetuigs^;/\„, : ^ , , 
: The : jresolutibn h then;say& Dick 
[was appointed toouglt.the same 
prescribed procedurejt described 
for Stealings* appointment ; { 
! it-then, a^VMf.v Dick's ap- 
'pointmenl was wdcomed.by the 
Rutherford Coun^iibr^Bpard 
; of/Trustees . as ; his refutation as 
(an acUve'dvic" wirjer is evident 
' from- Ms -tasfe/ex^erieAce, ... :; L, 
l *"The boards --:' ^ refuted^ the' 
'inference "that' an^ pressure * has, 
beeUMH? 'is' now ,\ being: exerfed to 
Remove any of; its members^froin 
.{he^boatd^:-\'^^^>-f % 
; The; charges ^interference, re- 
ferred ;• y in 4 tW; Observer* story 
-came fro&*^roniM^fesiden^ 
oiffle-cbunt^who^isted^heje;* 
'mM-anohymous^becauselife said 
; he haa'been harrass# after crfiV 
iciziri£ the Birch' Sbdetjr 'previa 



"Mr?/ Harry ^0^ifM.''^&!( 
, xteger* ^/^ **< *\ j- ^ ** -— ', ""-ww 1 j'*'^ '**' ^ v x 
The'man^who charged that the 
society ,was ; instrumental in Stal- 
lings^ removal said several other 
members of the library board are 
society; members.' He "said * he? 
Mew- these* board members are 
not in the society: Mrs. Morgan* 
Mrs. JolnvKin£ Jenkinsand Mrs. 
&ace:'Wall^:^ ;_%^ I'/S - , t 
^vReger.told The Observer; Mon- 
day thai-he, 'Us not and, never, 
will 'Tie* a : member qf^that so 
ciety;*' Mrs^Hendrick ? s\ husband 
contacted The Observer -to; say, 1 
d'Heasel say' Jn. your paper«,tha| 
my wife'.was not^ asked it snels 
a member^H^6u r want;to khefef 
come \pn down here^ ant? F]T#ell 



The library .board also said 

it, puti/ . material' ! .upon its 

'shelves "which,' however- conf 

1 troverYfeC is iactulfc inforina- 

} "tive aftft of pubtfc; interest*" , 



' 'Jhfcwas ,invteIefehce.vio^3^rs;- 
Bartfs^ statement^ ^hich £ ai ;d 
OBircH sopiety ltterature\was« be- 
dni-pla'ced;- iri;th'eVWary ? : \^ ,7 
I^TfibsVladoptM^^^fisolUhott^ 
were "jbtefS^and,;; chairman;? 

fcs/ ar;"W/- f Slqr|an^ ;*% ,B.- 
Paq^tt;; Picfe. Mam Jenkins; 



i 










By JQHN *6lNN* 
- bbMrvir* Staff Wrlttr 

ftf of d ^County * banker v Monday, 1 
'denied a report- "-that/ he- was] 
threatened r 'by the ^county ;chap- ; 
tef of the JbhnBirch Society ,be- 
foferh^Vas^remoyed from? me- 
founts ^Librarjrr Jgoard 'lasf; ^ck 
vemti,erV>/^<I ' .'.;', ^f "C* 
.i'^lUiam'-Stallingffr, vicfe .presi- 
dent of f foe^Spindale branch jof' 
Qie/tJhida ,/Etust Cof, reportedly; 
w t as\ dismissed* ; frbrg, the- library. 
Hpari\ so : a, member ; of thp so.-- 
xitetr could rep!ace4iirru. X'k "* * ; ^ 

r $#A. pro'r^entfrdsideiif of^titt 
^couni&iwno Jn^isted^lie^emaiiiii 
^njpymqush said" SJalifiiis;,ha^ 
fteen told- to^s; enough bpard% 
Jineetings-: io*^ne ^dismissed >«fe 
< jjfer^a poardrjde; i (^member; iuy 
' $JH6mis4eft? :when>.he) *n#I fcrjs'i)^ 
Jour, ' meetings*) ;He. '-staid; ^e?ft^ 

{threatened : '-fta^^*!wvfYr/' u >. 
|aufcStj3t!lingsKv^^^ 




pd^SA^Obscryer^^^rt©^?!' 
ca*p?|; y S{ford K%t^nyself in trot^ 
files' 'Alt I* ; can^ay- is^ fflafr'ihe 
board has' a*rul6: Jhat when ;'ja 
member; mi ss T $ s ' three \ (Sic): 
meetings he *js; put -off; automatic 
cally; I^sseii ItiireeV: so I'M, pff^ 
I don't dare say :any thing mpreJ£ 

Monday? SiaHings protested, 
; that: h e / 'badXnbf said; "dare;"; 
k "The': word -PMefr was ?care/'V 

\ he siid^i^.P;^ v;r . / :--*>,> ' 
tv- A Sunday*' bbser^e> story said 
iStaliings v had ^produced $a * hesk 
S tant smijei* fwhW asked ^wfiy ,h'e' 
j was * emove&frbm^iM board;;/ ;? 
l^^^saM^SIfiflay -tfiat- leriwasi 
JheslsM^^becuase :l waiiiauglife 
off' guard*" "He':insiste^, v v^I k am 
not afraid of * anything^ot a n yr 

v ^e^fStallingstwa^ dismissed' 
from me library ipardi Glenn 14 
Dick;: arl^actiyermember of' the' 
John Birch Society replaced hinu 
Dick-said,; * -There is^ no con- 
, nection between me being on the 
1 library 'boafd/ahd f ibepbgihg." to 
the Birch Soriety^£3fng on the 
.library; board iC of . little-, im- 
, portance, as: far, as "I'm c p ri 
' cernedl**f :*1>: **ii *r*z.,^l&i: 
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Catt Names 

The founder of the right wing John 
Birch Society has again repeated his 
charge that Communists have infiltrated 
the Protestant clergy of the United 
States. 

In a copyrighted speech in Louisiana 
the other night, Robert Welch asserted 
that "the largest single body of Commu- 
nists in America is in our Protestant 
clergy." The speech dealt with what 
Welch called the "principle of reversal" 
being used by the Communists. He said 
this was the situation "because that is 
almost the last place the ordinary Amer- 
ican would expect to find them." Then, 
Welch asserted that "Protestant ministers 
do not become Communists but Commu- 
nists become Protestant ministers." 

If Welch knows the "the largest sin- 
gle body of Communists in America is 
in our Protestant clergy," it is reason- 
able to assume that he knows who some 
of them are. That being the case, he 
should call names instead of casting 
suspicion on the clergy as whole. Cer- 
tainly, if the clergy has been infiltrated 
or is even in dangf? of being infiltrated, 
the public shou>£% informed by calling 
names. Let^'eich call names, and stop 
smearing ti& entire Protestant clergy. 

The implication of the Welch accusa- 
tion is that the Protestant clergy is be- 
ing used as a cover-up for Communist 
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. , Letterf . tq : Tfte ; ,, ; Obsew 
, er^Forurti fare;, welcomed.' 
Redden are; always inter*] 
ested:in^ihe commeTtt^ of tt 
/other '.readers? fite tier's: 
should ■• be ^brief* The] writ' 
ef.sjtame and a4drei£fyu$t 
' be^giver^, ,; • 




sinister Birch Society. Culmi-.- 
natingihe past, several months' 
' subjection of ^tiais 'organization- 
-V.to an increasing .tempo of Com-" 
^munist-technique villification' 
^anivriMci^tfrVybiff 'expose fell' 
,-* ; alJsurdly |hdrt of portraying an 
z ; f dyerrdue; reaction to our cha- ■ 
^ -otic ^cra^ble ; : tdwar3 ; marxism. 



; Bessemer : Cltjri* 



"J;B/ STEWART? 






"~* J BEl&TO^^yourJcJporP'' 
t'erv' ' Jp^n^6toi,^afccim0e^ 

\cX,* who "t believe*, naa Jbeent 
jreaolng^ttfp;;:many.:.debtective^ 
^stories, lately, and is* guilty pf< 
v Jhe > 'smer t S^' v bTJmear tactics ' 
I and Jnnuendo fqr^Svhich", your. 
I ^ paper!; jijfc- Ibeen ^cpndeitonfa£ 
: . the ^Jbh^Bkch Society- Jor -the ; 
I past two months; * \ ^ ! •'" * ; ; . - 

'ft ^mLsrmMsi^ ^elt^K 

f Rutherf orflton, ; \' t \ ^ ;"vc ?&)Z 



if, REGAED/to Jhe, dagger 
fantasy concerning"', the ; .1Ibhn. 
Birch , Society - In 'Rutherford:- 
, county; I have one pon^enf/to^J 
.mafier ^6w v Hell : me";ihe lV one f . : 3 
abouftfie three ;bears: ^ y-i 

' Jtutherfordtcnu *> 

rALTHOUGHl anynofed fi?%n£ 
ber:\ myself/^ itno^i .more 
I about me- functions ofc Eirifter*\ 
l^iteltsimply^b^osmdsis than^Be^;i 
I ^pbrter^ GinnVeyidentty^learried- % 
, after- a weels\ of *"' so-called-' in- : ; 
tensive investigation,^ ( .._.-- - 
; CCJ ,-i! ^'JAMESVT.; ^NER. : 
.Butherfordtonl 



Birch Story like, „,, 
'Womaiiless; W6d$rag^ 



[ Rutherf ordtoh's ." ' past^wpman-^ 
less " wedding) , you,, stated; that?? 
-Mr. Stallings^iyas relieved/- o£{> 
* his = duties ;'as la member of ,'tfiefv 
' -pbuntyrLibirary Bpard.bepaii^,! 
I h t e, missed -m;pr^meetings: than 
: allowed.^ -; ; , ^, Sv\ / '!;.:" 
, ,DQes that^me f an; that- 1 might 
; continue icf, receive:; ffil* 'Char- 
lotte *,ObkerveV if Irfbrgot to 
pay ; for f iny^subscription? '* * ^ 
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Both tha^House committee, and 
the attorney general's list-baye 
*J -^, ; ^taisedV in, the f minds of many 
i w* fe^ ' devoted 4o civil liberties; 
; Try * 4 9f fV # If^ftlS j s °nie grave. questions?about their' 
I inH T' I llffllltVi*^™* 1 ™^* * n * ree •speech' and< 
.l^yiA V i^ifii«Af *Tsftre0 -assoeiatipa^Jhis^cpuntry,!!: 



r : <t>?e. 



|^^;j /-"While 4 there; is 'rib.- .evidence' 

II II ;j Jlhafe" the society" is '"dabbling lit 

Jaritisemitism," Jtabol; Kaufman, 



d»/;Jews ; are/;acutely r < aware; 



, ; ^^y^^ e 7^^^^!from- history an*, the American 
;J#4 fr ^ e ^ e ^;^om|etent r exp erlenee Vith - McCarthys* 
:to ; handle thejproblem ? ^ 

John Birch Spciely; wtftoufejcis^ a re injected into the^body, 
"resorting to governi^|aj.poli|ia!all. the democratic itistitu- 
* v„.«cn«T.nc a, loaHDi* in'rrfH^mjf^ni^hichr safeguard theVse- 

js83j^orV Jewish and;V ill 1 ? "atfeejfc; 
'-Americans • are' .placed uVpernV*. 
ir/^v^i *. *v*r.' -;.- ? r >*, /-r'^< 
i| "If times were /not : so serious, 
we^buH < sit , back and laughr afc< 
Ae^spectacle'o^ 
ipi Aoi pin; the' Communist label 
]oi^^r>'&n1ieF^|i:ra&cal8'7^ 
pwigtit ^Eisenhower? Menrputfes; 
and Jofin Keiraedy;{and Declaring 1 
;war on. ^such? 'revolutiQnary 1 enteri 
prises' as. ;fluoridatipn ; ?of"^ter~ 
iftfe'TJnited- Nation's/^ioVeijgffl"ai^ 
, f |nd'.Hen^atheaith//'.RaibV-4aUf^ 
'man said. C: 



' pressures, ,a leader, in 

| Judaism; said >here r Satm;day, 

night;;/ - * - ,- ;, - - . <?-. , 

• ; "/ > - w"* • M^tfts -■ 

* ; Rabbi Jay- H^ ^Kaufmanrfmcr 

president ,bf thi.Uiiion ck&mer? 

ican : Hebrew* ?/ Conceptions? 

speaking^ aj; a convention, of the' 

Mid-Atlanac5 Couiicii;* iX-M the 
V UAHC and .its auxiliary*; District 

at of the NatTohal' Federation of; 
: temple Sisterhoods, ut'ged^Ame^ 
j wans ' not .'to / dignify; the r Birch 
• group by;seelcmg;the aid'of gov : 

ernmental agencies in ; exposing. 

the "fanaticism *andv Irrational- 
*ity** whicH, flo^irom-.the^group, 

Rabbi |Caufmah.oti]e;cfed f tb. any. 
proposal; that L the ! attorney ; gen- 
,eraj qr other^ government; agency 
xonduct an investigation^ "to..* de- t 
"famine', ■whether* the Jphn^Bircly 
f Society 'sfioujd^be iilaced/bn^t^e 
iattprhey general's ^list/of another 
blacklist;, ; ^ *, C'Wi 

I *'We? do iot require : ajjsr .list 
1 -or - any "Hoitse : comn^ftee* : 'on 
1 nri-^eHc^:%c1^itlesi 'fo> : re- 
sort tt goyerameniai^Bfesiion:, 
in order- *o deal^wiSr this 
^ problem," he salrf; - - 
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Robert Welch, head of the 
John Birch Society, \°M he> in 
North Carolina A he \veeh nf J,i^* 1 

S3. ""^ ! 

Welch will attend n\e reiiM*V 
o£ the University of North c^ro- 
linas* eks3 of 1916 in Chapel Hill, 
and then will speak in Gr^pns- 
boro . 

A native of Chowan Cotinfv 
Welch graduated from TNC at 
the age of 16. From there he went 
to Annapolis, where he attended 
the U. s. Naval' Academv, and 
then attended Harvard .Law 
School. *" 

He will address the GieGir^ro 
Civitan Club June 2 at fr~ lUng 
Cotton Hotel ^ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina . 
May 26, 1961 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; DISTRIBUTION OF 
LEAFLET BEARING SWASTIKA, MYERS 
PARK HIGH SCHOOL, CHARLOTTE, 
NORTH CAROLINA, MAY 25, I96I 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Dr> Maw OK 



one ynarxo-cre ft'gcteral Bureau of 



^961, i 

Charlotte, North Carolina, 



. appeared at 
Investigation Office with his' 
la student at Myers Park High 
J had in his possession a leaflet, 
stated had been found on a classroom 

the 



sonj i 

School in Charlotte. | 

described below, whicfTTie" „„„„««. «««, »<?*»* xuuuxu 

door in Myers Park High School on May 25', 1961. Printed on 

leaflet at top and bottom was a swastika, and the leaflet 

contained the following message; 

BEHOLD! 

BEWARE OF THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY , 
A SUBVERSIVE ORGAN- 
IZATION WHICH 
OPERATES ON THE 
FALSE PRETENSE 
OF BEING "ANTI- 
COMMUNIST" 

THEY ARE REALLY ANTI-AMERICAN, AND 
INTERESTED ONLY IN BRINGING AMERICA 
UNDER THE COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

JOIN THE NATIONAL SOCIALISTS 
IN AN ANTI-BIRCH & ANTI- 
COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN 

SIEG HEIL J 

8 - Bureau 

6 - Charlotte tl^lSZxOX 

fl-OSI) 

1 - ONI) 

GHCtnfm (2 - CTC) 
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, a , , , stated that two or t hree days earlier he 

had observed that a student in his class, | [ 

had in his possession what appeared to be a stencil, which had 
on l . t a , swastika and the word "Behold." He said he later asked 
if he prepared this leaflet andl replied that he 



had not. 



. . . , . stated that the distribution of this leaflet 

upset him very much as he is a member of the Join Birch Society 
in Charlotte and this organization is dedicated to fighting 
Communism. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the EEC and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES GO\^^JMENT 

Memoranaum 



t 
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b7C 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



SAC 



date: 5/29/61 



SI 



^ 



THE JOHN BTRUH SOCIETY 



aka 



On 5/29/61 [ 



and[ 




] appeared at the 



Fayetteville, N. C . RA and both advised they would like to advise 

that they are both members of the Fayetteville ^taqneksx Chapter, of 

the John Birch Society. | ~| advised he is the | 

and the Payetteville Chapter was organized in February, 1961. 

He indicted the Payetteville chapter is very active at t he present time 

in carrying out some of the projedts Mate of the society, such as 

writing ttntaBE 2heir Congressman and Senators in an effort to get 

Supreme Court Justico EARL WARREN impeached, etc. 

advised he and his wife are members of the society. 



They advised their purpose of advising the FBI of this 
information was due to the fact that they wanted to go on record with 
the FBI that they a re members and they would be happy to furnish any 
information to the FBI regarding their Chapter or Society. They advised 
they have met some opposition among their friends and acquaintances in 
Fayetteville who have condemned them for belonging to the ttte Society and 
they have been compared as bel&nging to an organization similiar to the 
KuKlux Klan. 



] resides at[ 



FayetteviMtlfce, 



/6 o - fr^V f 

"Tfifla T A sides at 

-raJRIALlZF lf ....^..HLbU ,...^,..^ / 



"EofrP' 



is 



— ,-J Uilu L 



ff 



JLa the 



t 



b6 
b7C 



had in his possession a copy of "the Blue Book" 
of the John Birch Society, which he made available to the writer to 
read, however, the writer tractifully s» declined the offer. He said 
the Blue Book is the H anuel of the Society, which sets out the 
organizational structure, instructions for organizing, aims and 
purposes of the Society, etc. 

] advised in the conversation there is a local 



Chapter of the Society at High Poinfc/ N.C. He did not name the 
places where other chapters were organized in N.°. but indicated there 
were also other chapters in N. ; in addition to the FayettsAillle and 
High Point Chapters* 

The writer was non-committal and thanked these two 
gentlemen for the courtesy of stopping by the office and furnishing 
this information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9548) 



date: 6/2/61 



FROM 



SA 



subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFO CONCERNING - INTERNAL 



SCURITY 



On 5/29/61, 1 

Charlotte, N. C # , telephone ja 3-q±M, telephonically contacted 
this office to obtain information /ertaining to the John Birch 
Society. . 



was advised' that information in the 



files of the FBI is confidential and in the event she desired 
to obtain a list of the listed subversive organizations she 
could contact the U. S. Department of Justice, Internal 
Security Division, Subversive Control Section, Washington, D. C.- 
She was advised that the writer was not implying that this 
office either did or did not have info on the captioned organization, 

RMB:mw 
(2) 



^f/^ 




t*° 



SrARCHED *L INDEXED 



JUN2-1961 

FBI-CHARLOTT 
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D2SECS0E, EBX 



sac, mmmm (w-$&8} 



&/2/6X 



*$m to? BiacH soeiB&f 

106.. VCMpEEm£lS& ~ 5S3SBRHAt» SBCUBIl ^ 



0h.4/=ct/fo. 






"a j& tzsep .flates May l£9* ■■■ 19&U jggo&T 
afeul 



Ilia #o6M^a 



jP«w»W pomi&ri&.or ttt# imeara^eas foltemil . 
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